Westchester DCMH Shelter Plus Care Providers Group

Minutes for meeting held April 21, 2010

1. Welcome and introductions

2. Announcements

FY10 application will be  released no earlier than July. Application will be due at least 60 days after that. Still unclear if HEARTH Act will be implemented this year or next.

3. HUD APR announcement

See handout concerning new requirements for electronic submission of APRs. Starting with all projects ending 7/1/10 or later, the only possible method of APR submission will be through eSNAPS!

For projects ending 7/1/10 to 6/30/11, eSNAPS APRs will include only the data elements used in the old APR and the new 2010 data elements released recently by HUD.

For projects ending 7/1/11 and later, eSNAPS APRs will include all new 2010 data elements.

New HUD Data Elements effective June 1.

New data elements must be used for clients entering starting June 1. New elements include new category choices for many questions. There will be new questions as well. Some questions which were required will become optional, and vice versa.

Some data elements (disability, benefits received, income) must now be updated annually for all clients.

Yoav will be distributing a new intake for soon – use it for all CoC intakes.

Pat Harper is working with HMIS provider to transition the HMIS to new data requirements. 

Annette will provide training on these elements at the DCMH S+C meeting next month.

4. APR tracker

ted next week by DCMH. Instructions included on first page of form- agencies must document match equal to leasing draw downs. The new match form has a separate worksheet page for each individual in S+C housing receiving services.

Form should be emailed by 15th of month following reporting period to same email address as the vouchers are emailed which is SPC-Financial@westchestergov.com
The match form should also be printed each month, with the specific page inserted into each clients' folder.

Report match when learn about it, not when it happened. No back adjustments.

Clients not using match should be exited from S+C program. Round-level match will be monitored to detect agencies falling behind. Catch clients who are getting better and need less services as early as possible to plan exit. DCMH will indeed be willing to terminate when appropriate in cases of clients not using match.

5. New rent reasonableness standards

See handout. This list of reasonable rents is based on the 4th Quarter 2009 survey performed by WRO. Replace the old 2008 list with list in client folders and use these reasonable rent standards to determine reasonable rent for all lease renewals and new leases.

6. HUD Homelessness Definition comment period

See handout for new homeless definition released by HUD on April 19. Public comment period on new definition will last 60 days.

New definition includes those losing housing within 14 days (was 7 days) with no new residence identified. It also includes a new category of homeless: families and youth who are “unstably housed”. “Unstably housed” means no lease in 91 or more days and at least three moves in last 90 days, and disabilites/barriers to employment.

7. Other new business

All agencies must voucher MONTHLY for all projects.

Pathways to Housing must still voucher for January, February, and March. 

MHA must still voucher for January.

HUD has placed conditions on renewal of contracts, based on County's failure to voucher monthly and fully draw down all grant funds.

To fully draw down Shelter Plus Care funds, DCMH will need to increase the number of apartments in each Round (it is possible that once HEARTH rules are implemented, staff costs will become eligible and that would also help to use more S+C grant funds).

8. Next meeting time: Next meeting time:  May 27, 2:00 pm

9. HOPE client transfer under HMIS

