Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource Coordination Workgroup

Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	J. Sage, Probation

	Lt. D. Campanini, YPD
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	J. Diaz, DSS
	L. Syron, Student Advocacy

	M. Gerkin, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	R. West, Planning Unit YPD

	E. Glover-Paine, DSS
	B. Weinbaum, YPS

	L. Katz, Andrus
	G. Winn, DSS

	T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	S. Zaluski, YPS

	J. O’Connor, YPD
	R. Zingaro, YPD

	D. Richardson, YPS
	


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

Friday 4/17 1-3pm Westchester Task Force for Child Abuse and Neglect is holding meeting on absenteeism and truancy with CPS, YPD, Student Advocacy, YPS (Donna Martuge) scheduled to be present.

Tuesday 3/31 9-3pm United Way Education Forum

II. Update on start-up of new services

a. Strengthening Families Program: Family Ties second cycle of sessions began Yesterday 3/16 at 6pm, at 164 Ashburton Ave. Yonkers. Call 914-964-2063 to sign clients up.

b. Mentoring:  Dept of Ed. Grant: 76 referrals; 66 children interviewed; 57 matched (+18 from DCJS grant) leaving 23 more to go to meet grant targets.

50 males and 50 females recruiting drive went well. Reached target for females. Still need more males and will repeat effort to get 25 more male mentors.

Using school-based mentoring on site at Scholastic Academy with Manhattanville College and Yonkers HS student mentors.20 mentors are ready, and trained for school based program. 

c. Assessment/referral of suspended middle school students: 

66 families referred by schools.

29 not reached despite 3 phone call attempts and letters from Andrus and school system

12 did not have viable phone number

17 not reached at all (no response)

37 families reached


16 declined offer


2 deemed inappropriate for program


3 pending


16 agreed to schedule appointment



5 no shows, rescheduled



4 pending



7 screened

Many of the 66 cases were old, resolved problems/incidents. We are getting involved months too late. In future, will get new list of families of children with multiple suspensions from interested school administrations. It is very important to work with principals who are interested and supportive. We will work with students these concerned principals are worried about and want help with. Further, concentrating on children with multiple suspensions means we can intervene before another crisis, not long after a single suspension.

Next meeting date: 4/21/2009 at 10am as part of Yonkers Consortium


