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SUBLEASE/OCCUPANCY AGREEMENT ADDENDUM

Violence Against Women and Justice Department Reauthorization Act of 2013
	PROJECT PARTICIPANT
	HOUSING PROVIDER
	UNIT ADDRESS




This addendum adds the following paragraphs to the Sublease or Occupancy Agreement between the above referenced Project Participant and Housing Provider.

Purpose of the Addendum  

The sublease or occupancy agreement for the above referenced unit is being amended to include the provisions of the Violence Against Women and Justice Department Reauthorization Act of 2013 (VAWA).  

Conflicts with Other Provisions of the Lease

In case of any conflict between the provisions of this Addendum and other sections of the Lease, the provisions of this Addendum shall prevail.

Term of the Lease Addendum
The effective date of this Addendum is  ________​​​______.  This Addendum shall continue to be in effect until the Sublease or Occupancy Agreement is terminated.
VAWA Protections
1. The Housing Provider will comply with 24 CFR part 5 subpart L and may not consider incidents of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking targeting the Project Participant as serious or repeated violations of the lease or other “good cause” for termination of assistance, tenancy or occupancy rights of the victim of abuse.  
2. The Housing Provider may not consider criminal activity directly relating to abuse, engaged in by a member of a Project Participant’s household or any guest or other person under the Project Participant’s control, cause for termination of assistance, tenancy, or occupancy rights if the Project Participant or an immediate member of the Project Participant’s family is the victim or threatened victim of that abuse.
3. The Housing Provider will provide VAWA Occupancy Rights Notice and Domestic Violence Certification forms (see attached) to the Project Participant with any notice of eviction or termination of assistance.
4. Confidentiality. Any information indicating the fact that an individual is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, shall be maintained in strict confidence by the Housing Provider.
5. The Program Participant is permitted to terminate the sublease, or occupancy agreement without penalty if the Housing Provider or Westchester Continuum of Care (CoC) determines that the Program Participant qualifies for an emergency transfer under the emergency transfer plan established by the Westchester CoC.

6. Nothing in this section limits any available authority of the Housing Provider to evict or terminate assistance to a Project Participant for any violation not premised on an act of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking that is in question against the tenant or an affiliated individual of the tenant.
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