Yonkers Continuum of Care for the Homeless

Meeting Minutes

December 11, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present:

K. Bertrand, PD&D
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

Candice Kane, FSSY
Carmen Vasquez-Brown, St. Johns Hospital

A. Koffi, YWCA
Rachel Wasserman, Greyston

J. Johnson, Westhab
R. Zopf, Sharing Community

A. Margolis, Andrus


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements

a. Congress is about to increase the funding for HUD programs including CoC, HOPWA, and Section 8.

b. A workshop will be held in late January on how to move homeless in shelters into Permanent Housing. Westhab, CHI, DSS will present various strategies available in Westchester- there are lots of new resources available that many may not be aware of. Date TBD

c. CDBG, ESG applications to be released Monday, and due 1/11/10.

d. voucher and get paid by Yonkers by 12/31!

III. APR Update

APR for Westhab SRO S+C is late. APRs for YMCA SRO S+C and Supportive SRO SHP are late as well.

IV. HMIS and digital APRs

Greyston, St. Johns, FSSY are now up to date with HMIS.  YWCA, The Sharing Community, YMCA, and Westhab still need more work until HMIS is functional. 

Starting in March 2010 County-wide, all APRs due for review must be generated through HMIS (not by hand). This means that agencies must be up to date and functional within HMIS by that time. Contact Pat Harper as soon as possible in order to be ready.

V. Update on HPRP

HPRP is operational in Yonkers, Mt. Vernon, and New Rochelle. About 6 clients are being served so far in each. Forward clients who are Yonkers residents who need temporary rental assistance (6-18 months) due to job loss or other economic crisis in order to avoid eviction to D. Alponte at CLUSTER @ 963-6440 x232. Westhab is running the Rapid Rehousing component for homeless in shelters; contact Jesse Johnson.

VI. Update on Samaritan Initiative startup

24 units for Chronic Homeless. Forward referrals with documentation of CH to Dahlia Austin at DCMH. Target start date has been pushed back to 1/2/10.

VII. Emergency Shelter count

Business is booming. Broadway Manor with 30/30 beds, Holy Cross with 19/19 beds, and Hudson Street with 15-20 even 25 individuals each night, every night all year. The Sharing Community has provided over 21,000 overnight beds in 2009.

Next meeting: Wednesday, 1/27 at 11:00 am



