Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource Coordination WorkGroup

Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2008

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters

R. Childs, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
D. Richardson, 

T. Fella, DSS
J. Sage, Probation

M. Gerkin, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

G. Kanych, Probation
R. West, Planning Unit YPD

P. Kerigan, FSW
B. Weinbaum, YPS

C. Lurry, Andrus
G. Winn, DSS

D. Martuge, YPS
S. Zaluski, YPS

E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
R. Zingaro, YPD

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Update on start-up of new services

a. Replacement for FFT: Not yet determined. Budget numbers still being worked on.

b. Strengthening Families Program: see calendar provided.

c. Mentoring:  52 kids interviewed; 10-12 of these are CPS referrals. 

50 match target- 20 from YJCEC/DCJS grant are community based (truants, suspensions, children of incarcerated parents); 30 using Dept. of Educ. grant from 3 schools using mentors from local colleges. Interviewed 30 children from Scholastic Academy to evaluate for grant eligibility criteria. K.Bertrand: Paul Santoro should give BBBS list of children with 10+ absences for entry into program.

III. Discussion of potential expansion of DCJS-funded services to include other high-risk groups

see Handout of data from T. Saunders. 43% of those receiving 3-day suspensions in grades 6-8 are arrested within 3 years! We should focus our efforts on these suspendees as well as chronic truants.

IV. Discussion of potential strategies for creating outreach materials and procedures for families of students being suspended.

K. Bertrand: Recent YJCEC meeting determined that we want to schools to provide a packet to parents when suspension occurs detailing available services. Design good one page Handout...

J. Sage: make sure to include tutoring for reading.

K. Bertrand: Does CPS have such a thing?

G. Winn: No. But I think using the Network for Youth to fulfill this role and serve as clearinghouse to refer needy children to appropriate providers is correct method. Network representative sits in on suspension hearings in Mt. Vernon. We should add this procedure to Yonkers suspension cases. Suspendees would get referred to the Network, and be assessed.

P. Kerrigan: We'll talk to Pat White & Frank Marte about getting the Network involved...

G. Winn: and present the idea to the Network. We should invite Pat White to this meeting.

K. Bertrand: This is a good idea. We really need an assessment person to refer needy students to services. YPS social workers are too overtaxed to do this. We can get county funds for Network staff (new or reallocated) to do this.

V. Continued discussion of ongoing community education efforts.

a. WCDCMH Network

b. YPD outreach

Next meeting date: 12/16/2008



