Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource Coordination Workgroup

Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	D. Richardson, YPS

	Lt. D. Campanini, YPD
	J. Sage, Probation

	Sgt. R. Carord, YPD
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	M. Gerkin, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	L. Syron, Student Advocacy

	A. Margolis, Andrus
	B. Weinbaum, YPS

	T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	G. Winn, DSS

	J. O’Connor, YPD
	S. Zaluski, YPS


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

Friday 4/17 1-3pm Westchester Task Force for Child Abuse and Neglect is holding meeting on absenteeism and truancy with CPS, YPD, Student Advocacy, YPS (Donna Martuge) scheduled to be present.

Tuesday 3/31 9-3pm United Way Education Forum

II. JABG grant awarded to Andrus/Student Advocacy
III. Update on start-up of new services

a. Strengthening Families Program
b. Mentoring:  Dept of Ed. Grant: 64 matches (+19 from DCJS grant) with 3 matches pending; leaving 16 more to go to meet grant target. Many are in the loop already. Target will be met by the end of the summer. (20 new matches required during year 2 of the DCJS grant.)

BBBS is using field-trips as inducements to get family buy-in to program.

School based program- speakers, nutritionist, drama coach, muralist being used. Sunday trips used as inducements for family buy-in.

Are attendance outcomes for BBBS program tracked? Outcomes willl be presented at May or June meetings. Tom Saunders is also working on tracking outcomes for BBBS participants and linking them to attendance records. Suggestion is made to add standardized test scores to this analysis.

c. Assessment/referral of suspended middle school students: 

66 families referred by schools.

29 not reached despite 3 phone call attempts and letters from Andrus and school system

12 did not have viable phone number

17 not reached at all (no response)

37 families reached


16 declined offer


2 deemed inappropriate for program


3 pending


16 agreed to schedule appointment



7 no shows, or rescheduled



9 screened

In year 2 of project, Andrus will redesign the program: interested principals will forward current problem cases to them so that Andrus can become involved before superintendent’s hearing. Andrus should be careful not to be identified with the principals by this process since the parents and students are often angry at the principal for suspending the student. 

Next meeting date: 5/19/2009 at 10am as part of Yonkers Consortium


