Recovery Housing Network of Westchester

Meeting Minutes

October 19, 2010

Meeting Facilitators: Dahlia Austin and Karl Bertrand

Present: 

K. Alexander, DSS
J. Johnson, Westhab

P. Anderson-Winchell, GCCC
M. Kellogg, Westhab

D. Austin, DCMH
G. Kelly, Lexington Center

K. Belgrave, The Guidance Center
K. McGill, Yonkers YMCA

K. Bertrand, PD&D
R. Parker, Westhab

B. Coleman, Westhab
D. Perkins, CHI

T. DeFilippo, Renaissance
J. Rubin, Project Trust

D. Gonzalez, The Sharing Community
Y. Spiegel, PD&D


S. Tisne, Lexington Center for Recovery

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. FY10 Continuum of Care application

III. Warming centers for street homeless population


a. Yonkers (Sharing Community) – above capacity with 75 + individuals nightly


b. Mount Vernon (YMCA) - need to work to get it open again!


c. New Rochelle (OASAS) - potential issue


d. Peekskill- ??


e. White Plains-  operating above capacity with 36 males and 9 females nightly. Not enough room for all (esp. women - 6 beds only), in crisis mode. Sending excess to other shelters, including Sharing Community, OASAS, JanPeek.

In general, not enough emergency beds for women in Westchester, while the DSS Shelter system is at 50% capacity. In addition, DSS caseworkers are very arbitrary about who is allowed into the 24-hour shelters. E.g. Westhab VGER way underutilized for the last several months. System needs to be revamped to end the disparity between existing resources and existing needs.

G. Mitchell did hopefully request a waiver from NYS OTDA of the sanction requirement for 100 individuals to get them into Housing First units.

IV.
Current status of FY06 and FY07 Samaritan Initiatives startup

FY06 S+C Samaritan Initiative: no subcontract yet.

FY07 SHP Samaritan Initiative:

14 housed

8 looking *see below

2 potentials in pipeline. Still accepting more referrals in case these 2 don't work out and since can go over 24 units because of slow start-up.

To get in: must be Chronic Homeless (HUD requirement) and have some source of income for non-housing costs (DSS requirement). Other income can be DSS subsidies, SSI, etc. The extra DSS requirement does make some potential clients ineligible.

The 8 clients who are still looking are taking a long time to find an apartment. They are referrals from Project Trust and VOA. Please help to get these guys to choose a suitable unit. Westhab will soon give an ultimatum to these individuals, giving them 30 more days to find a unit, then drop them from the program to give slot to another person.

V. Update on potential new OASAS housing

NYS will approve more case management funds (LCR will likely get this money). 

RFP for housing is to come out shortly; the funds will be available in 2011.

Other housing resources:

· County ESG to come out soon, which will provide housing money for everyone outside Yonkers and Mount Vernon (have their own ESG), and White Plains and New Rochelle (can only access NYS funds).

· HUD VASH may have new slots soon. Contact Paul Stolz at VA for info.

Next meeting date: 12/7/2010 at 10am.



