Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes

July 20, 2010

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	L. Garcia, Westhab
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
	R. Nightingale, Westhab
	M. Walcott, Westhab

	R. Childs, BB/BS, FSW
	P. Seltzer, DSS
	P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

	N. DeCicco, County Attorney's office
	
	P. White, DCMH

	
	
	


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

a. Kenyatte Mines has left Westhab. Michelle Walcott has assumed her responsibilities for the Yonkers Drug Free Communities Coalition, Yonkers Weed & Seed, etc., and is already working hard.

b. The two Yonkers Weed & Seed sites are both now in “graduated” status which means that they no longer receive Federal funds. The Yonkers W&S Steering Committee will continue to direct activities in the sites where possible in order to gain priority for any new funds that become available. The Yonkers W&S Steering Committee will hold its meetings jointly with the YJCEC from now on, on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at noon in this room.

c. Angel Lopez from Ceasefire is being recognized today by the County Probation 

department as part of national Probation and Parole week.

d. Attendance has been low for several months at the YJCEC monthly meetings. To 

reinvigorate the YJCEC, we need to become more relevant, especially at a time when violent crime in Yonkers has spiked. We need to design new approaches for Yonkers when the Yonkers government has lost many personnel.

III. Approve minutes from 6/15/10

Notify Yoav of any necessary changes.

IV. Year 2 vouchering

Big Brother/Big Sisters still has over $22,000 authorized funds remaining undrawn. BB/BS has not vouchered for May or June- should do so ASAP. 

Andrus SFP still has over $38,000 authorized funds remaining undrawn. Many provider agencies have not submitted vouchers at all for any expenses in Year 2. Vouchers should be submitted ASAP.

V. Implementation Progress Report forms for the 4th Quarter of Year 2 (4/1/10 to 6/3010) were 
due July 15th. Please email completed to forms ASAP.

Yoav has received Reports only from FSSY. Other providers still need to submit the forms.

VI. DCJS Year 3

All subcontracts with YPD have been returned to Roberta West (Student Advocacy, Andrus, PD&D) except FSW BB/BS. FSW has submitted the signed contract, but it has not yet been signed by Yonkers.

See Year 3 budget handout for new match requirements. For Year 3, all SFP cycles (14 total) wil be funded entirely by provider agencies as match.

VII. Future Drug Free Communities coalition meetings and activities

VIII. YTRSG meeting delayed pending school staff reorganization

IX. Implementation of Year 2 DCJS grant

a.
SFP

No new cycles currently scheduled.

b.
BB/BS

62 matches total in Year 2 vs. target of 50. Summer games event occurred as scheduled with 34 matches attending. Fishing trip is upcoming.

New BB/BS director has joined FSW staff.

c. Early Truancy Intervention

X. Next meeting dates

Future meetings will be held jointly with the Yonkers Weed & Seed steering committee on 2nd Wednesday of each month (previous meetings were held on the 3rd Tuesday).

Meetings scheduled for the remainder of 2010 (no meeting in August):

September 8

October 13

November 10

December 8

XI. Other new business

a) DCMH, MV School District, MVPD, Student Advocacy, Probation department met last month to plan services for students with the most suspensions next school year.

Suggestions included:

Recommendations:

1. Universal intervention using PBIS. Get PBIS in a few buildings (A.B. Davis, Longfellow, MVHS, Thornton HS). DCMH will provide more information on this program.

2. Target students with In School Detentions using Child Study Team case review and referral to needed services (Special Ed., other school based services, Network, other outside services) before suspensions accumulate. Schools can use Network, but in Mount Vernon there is no staff training to reach out to Network and do referrals.

3. High need students sent to Superintendent Hearings. Use that meeting for referrals, not just discipline.

4. Gather Data on the number of students with high suspensions or behavioral problems who are in Special Education. Implement protocol to notify Special Education Department when suspensions occur.

5. DCMH can serve as central referral clearing house/ SPOA for referrals to services.

6. Schools can also use J.D. by working with MVPD to prosecute crimes which occur on school property, Police can then refer students in J.D. To Probation for 60 day supervision

Plan is to transfer this “model” to Yonkers Public Schools once its staff reorganization is complete.

b) County Attorney's office is concerned about staff/budget cuts in the YPD Youth Division. These cuts have had practical effects on the ability of the County Attorney to process cases.

· There has been a slowdown in actions on warrants.

· Paperwork now not completely filled in; documentation is not presented in actionable form.

Because of these deficiencies, cases can't be moved along and kids remain on the streets.

Next meeting: September 8, 2010



