Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2009

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
S. Lombard, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
P. Selzer, DSS

K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
K. Mines, Westhab
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

C. Bobe, SAS
E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
J. Thompson, YMCA

R. Childs, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
C. Walker, White Plains Youth Board 

B. Corke, Yonkers Residential Center
B. Pierce, SAS
P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

M. Gonzalez, Westhab
M. Rickenberg, FSW
P. White, DSS

P. Kerrigan, FSW
E. Scott, White Plains Youth Board
S. Zaluski, YPS

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

a) M. Rickenberg is newly hired at FSW to administer the New Directions program. Please send referrals to this program. Brochures are available.

b) S. Lombard is new hire at BBBS program. 

III. Review of minutes from 11/10/08

Email any necessary changes.

IV. DCJS Site visit scheduling

Katie Nastars DCJS Program Representative will be coming for a site visit in 2-3 weeks to see BBBS, SFP, Early Truancy grants. We are waiting to hear the exact date of the visit.

V. Year 1 Year-end implementation statistics

See hand outs. BBBS had 24 matches (vs. target 24). 

But data regarding outcomes should be refined. BBBS will recalculate average length of stay in program, # and % of youth who offend/re-offend while in program, # and % of youth who exhibit a decrease in anti-social behavior while in program, and # and % of youth who complete program. 

In addition YJCEC will define more precisely for Year 2 what is meant by anti-social behavior for reporting purposes. It is also a concern that stats are collected only for those participating , since this hides those who drop-out and are failures.

SFP had 90 youth participants; 65 (72%) completed the program. SFP program had very few referrals from DSS or from Yonkers Public Schools. Westhab and YCAP have complained about this before- they brought clients from their own existing populations. P. Selzer will ask Gary Win why this is so. YJCEC will also reach out to YPS, especially the five schools with highest absenteeism to get more referrals.

The # and % of youth who are formally placed out the home while in the program was very high. This could be a problem. Agencies should explain the reasons for these cases.

The implementation stats for SFP do not show how many are part of YJCEC evidence based target populations. PD&D will try to calculate how many of the 90 participants had 10+ absences, had 20+ absences, were suspended, had an incarcerated parent, or have a diagnosed mental illness.

Year 2 statistic instruments will be reviewed at next YJCEC meeting.

VI. Implementation of DCJS grant

BBBS- 24 Year 1 matches. These are being sustained as long as possible and follow up data collected. 21 are still open; 3 have closed. 1 of these has closed because parent does not follow up with meetings. This case will be referred to CPS or Family Ties. Another of the Year 1 matches is “non-traditional” as child has returned from Children’s Village non-secure detention PINS case and is resistant to participating. Mentor is willing to continue relationship. Recommendation is to refer this child to Intensive Monitoring Probation program.

10 Year 2 matches- of these 2 are running while 8 potential matches. Committee is concerned that the children for these matches do not have evidence based risk factors (absenteeism, suspensions, incarcerated parent, arrested, mental illness, parental substance abuse). BBBS must do a better job and recruit from at-risk target populations. It is preferable to recruit more slowly in order to target program resources better.

VII. Other new business

Next meeting: September 15, 2009



