Yonkers Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	G. Kanych, Probation
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	D. Campanini, YPD
	B. McGrath, DSS
	R. West, Planning Unit YPD

	J. Diaz, DSS
	V. McPartlan, YPS
	G. Winn, DSS

	Hon. C. Duffy, Family Court
	J. O’Connor, YPD
	S. Zaluski, YPS

	E. Glover Payne, DSS
	J. Sage, Probation
	R. Zingaro, YPD


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

K. Bertrand: Mt. Vernon TRSG met last Friday. The school superintendent has agreed to implement a process based on the YTRSG model. Plans will be in place to start implementation with the next school year in the fall.

III. Review of Chronic Truancy Stats

a. Overall status report:  209 Students with 20+ absences in grades 1-8, but only 86 had Ed Neglect reports filed with CPS. Over 140 chronic truants remain unreported to CPS. Schools must do better job of reporting children after 20 absences. They seem to be falling behind as the number of truants rises.

The YPS have instituted a new procedure to get principals to comply with Ed Neglect reporting policy:

Vinny McPartlan will send a memo to all principals requiring them to be more diligent in following up on truancy. In fact we will have them report the truants with 20 or more absences to Vinny’s office and the action taken to address the problem.  Silvia, Donna and you will receive a cc for your records.
59 students have had Ed Neglect reports filed early. 

There has been a 43% reduction in the number of Ed Neglect cases accepted by CPS from last year to this year (350 to 198). 

Of these 198 cases, CPS has completed 136 investigations and indicated 46. 62 investigations are still pending (CPS has 60 days to complete investigation). 46 indicated out of 136 completed is only a 34% indication rate, which is pretty standard for CPS in general.

Point-in-time counts: The number of grades 1 to 8 students with 20+ unexcused absences continues to run below last year’s, BUT we are not as far behind as we were one month ago. 2/20/08 showed 301 chronic truants; 3/1/09 shows 209. That is a 31% reduction from a year ago. 

The number of 20+ absent students in grades 1-8 have risen 88% since the last meeting. Furthermore, there are 147 students with 17-19 days absent, and another 186 students with 15-16 days absent. 

We can expect nearly 150 more chronic truants by next meeting! Schools and CPS must get ready for this coming wave. 

Our success in reducing truancy will hinge on the 1,112 students with 10-14 days absent on March 1. If we can keep them from getting 20+ days absent we will have achieved our goals.

b. School level stats: Of the 142 students with 20+ absences, 80 come from just five schools- Emerson MS, Mark Twain MS, and Fermi, Schloastic Academy, and School 9. S. Zaluski will continue to press these schools for complete reporting and Vinny McPartlan will now be involved too.

One problem is that the Mark Twain administration is following the Code of Conduct which refers to a 25 day cut off for truancy.
Gary Winn at CPS would like to meet with the administrations of the five recalcitrant schools. That will be arranged.

New process for PINS eligible students:

PINS referrals must come from schools NOT CPS. Therefore following investigation, CPS should refer possible PINS  cases to school guidance counselors who will create proper packets for Judy Sage and Probation. Natalie Davies should be invited to next meeting to help implement this new process.  

d. YPD Stats: 

40 still open (20 not yet located, 20 open for follow up)

70 cases were closed

6 returned to school by officers

8 cases resolved

5 referred to CPS 

2 found to have relocated out of YPS district

21 due to medical conditions (5 asthma)


8 related to suspensions

3 children transferred to other programs in district

17 various causes

IV. Truancy Cause Stats from CPS:

February data: Most common causes determined: 5 for transportation (busing problems), 7 for special ed. (child is in special ed, but child or parent does not want to attend that program), and 7 for PINS petition/placement (which indicates that child’s behavior is the issue).

Judge Duffy: It would be useful to break these stats up between Indicated and Non-indicated cases for future meetings.

Next meeting date: 4/21/2009 at 9am as part of Yonkers Consortium


