Mt. Vernon Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

School Liaison Meeting Minutes

January 13, 2009

Meeting Facilitators: Hamp Miller and Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	D. Atkins, DSS
	Nancy Holmes, DSS
	L. Rossi, Lincoln School

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	D. Jackson, A.B. Davis
	Dr. T. Sawyer, MVCSD

	W. Bennett-Conroy, MVCSD
	R. Karter, DSS
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	T. Berthaud, Ed Williams School 
	S. Oliver, Graham Elementary
	A. Stone, County Attorney

	K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
	S. Rivers, Grimes Elementary
	P. Wynn, MVHS

	K. Covill, County Attorney 
	S. Robinson, MV Board of Ed.
	


1. Welcomes and Introduction

Welcome, the Superintendent is grateful everyone is attending today's meeting. This alliance is working so far to make a difference.

2. Announcements

3 Update on unreported students with 20 or more absences

As of 1/12/10 there are 32 students with 20 or more unexcused absences in grades 1-8. Of these, 20 have been reported. Comment from liaison: Letting school-level staff input suspensions into attendance record system would clean up data faster.

12 students are chronically truant, but not reported to CPS. Joy Harris has already alerted the schools about 8 of these students. They should be reported soon. For all cases which have reached 20 or more absences, it is then time for CSD to call in CPS and let them take over.

Some cases with 20 or more absences are due to parents who take children on long vacations, especially to native countries and don't return on time (this is problem in Yonkers too).

K. Covill: If there is a general problem with cases where families take long vacations or bring child into school late for the school year, then the CSD must educate the community that this is unacceptable by calling these cases into CPS.

The other 4 unreported students:

One student has extensive record of cutting/tardiness; family has CPS history. County Attorney and DSS agree a new report is warranted. Joy Harris knows this case well, and will determine personally if new report is warranted.

Two students most likely are inactive, but schools must determine definitely that student has left district for new school. Standard procedures should be to resolve this quickly by calling new school, then doing postal search if necessary.

Fourth student is autistic/special needs student. MVCSD is trying to help. School should report to CPS, as CPS may be able to provide resources. CPS is brought into this case not because parent is bad, but to obtain help for child and parent and address present needs.

4 Discussion on handling homeless students

There is some confusion over precise definition of a homeless student, by DSS standards. Doubled up in real housing (with friends/relatives) is NOT homeless (but may be by McKinney-Vento).

Bottom line is that homelessness is NOT an excuse to let a child be uneducated. McKinney-Vento is designed to remove barriers to schooling, not create excuse for ignoring students. All children must attend school- those with 20 or more absences must be reported to CPS, even those  who are homeless. CPS can work to eliminate homeless family's barriers to attending school.

School staff seems to feel that reporting to CPS is further punishment on homeless family- this is not true. Schools can work to solve problem before 20 absences, then they must report to CPS to work with family. Remember, 2/3 of reported cases turn out to be unfounded.

D. Atkins: School staff should not be making judgements on a case-by-case basis. When the child reaches 20 or more absences, report must be made to CPS.

Also Student Advocacy (347-3313) can be potent resource here or any case with educational issue. SA acts as mediator between family and schools acting in child's best interest (not school's or parents'). Experienced in bullying, health, safety concerns, etc.

5 Cases where CPS involvement has not led to improvement in absenteeism (13 out of 20 reported cases)

Need to link these students to community resources and develop new resources to fill service gaps. We will discuss how to do this at the MVTRSG later this month.

CPS will look at these 13 existing cases more closely to see how to improve situation. Many need to move some of these cases to Family Court.

D. Atkins will contact Probation and invite them to meetings. Some cases may be appropriate for PINS Diversion.

6 Next steps

Topics for MVTRSG meeting on 1/28:

-Mobilization of community resources for reported students

-Community impact

-Funding staff for this project through Juvenile Crime Prevention grants under the MVPD.



