Mt. Vernon Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

Meeting Minutes

June 29, 2009

Meeting Facilitators: Daniella Jackson and Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	S. Harris, MVPD
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	W. Bennett-Conroy, MVCSD
	Nancy Holmes, DSS
	A. Stone, County Attorney

	A. Christie, MV DSS office
	D. Jackson, CMV Planning Dept.
	

	K. Covill, County Attorney 
	Dr. T. Sawyer, MVCSD
	


1. Welcomes and Introduction

The Superintendent would like to make clear that he fully supports this project and will work to solve any problems. MVSD commits to having a school district administrator at all future MVTRSG meetings. The District is involved in many other linked programs such as Stop the Violence. All these projects work to improve community environment for Mt. Vernon children and adults since violence and truancy are linked. Schools want to get truants back into classroom and with social peers who are learning.

2. Frequency of Mandated Reporter Trainings

J. Connick has determined that the refresher sessions are not mandatory, but the District will hold them anyway for the upcoming school year during the staff Professional Development conference. This will be when the Educational Neglect and Supplemental Forms are introduced to school staff.
3 School Reporting Policy

The District should have a written CPS Reporting policy for Ed. Neglect and other concerns. This should be official and in the Parents Handbook. MVSD is working on this; it will be put before the School Board as soon as possible.
4 School Level Implementation

The Superintendent will designate the Assistant Principal to be the individual in each of the 13 schools covered by the program responsible for implementing the Ed. Neglect reporting and making sure that all chronically absent students are reviewed and then reported to CPS when they reach 20 days. The Asst. Principals will attend the refresher training at the beginning of the school year. Refresher training by DSS/Law Department will be held September 4th, at 146 N. Columbus Ave. From 9 am -10 am all school staff will get overall reporting basics. From 10 am to 11 am the thirteen Asst. Principals will get the specifics on how to correctly implement policy with CPS.

MVSC will also tighten up how it deals with truancy so that parents of students missing school are contacted before mandatory reporting to CPS at 20 days absent.

5 Absenteeism Data

Joe McGrath will provide up to date bi-weekly reports on absenteeism so that chronic truant students can be reported.
6 Anti-truancy Flyers
To be delivered today. Will be given to DSS, MVSD, Library, MVPD, Chamber of Commerce for distribution. The city will also email blast it and post it on the Mt. Vernon website.


