Yonkers Continuum of Care for the Homeless

Meeting Minutes

October 28, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present:

K. Bertrand, PD&D
Carmen Vasquez-Brown, St. Johns Hospital

Candice Kane, FSSY
Ellen Waldman, Greyston

Y. Spiegel, PD&D
Rachel Wasserman, Greyston


R. Zopf, Sharing Community

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements

New legal requirement for sponsors to document how they take steps to “affirmatively further fair housing”. Suggestion to get County Planning Department to provide training  and legal advice.

III. APR Update

All APRs due to HUD have been sent to MHA for signature.

YWCA JobPlus and Andrus Family Care APRs were resubmitted to Lisa Lockley at HUD.

Upcoming APRs:

YMCA SRO S+C, Westhab SRO S+C, FSSY Homestead II, St Johns S+C, MVNHC Outreach APRs all due for review in next few weeks. Email draft APRs to Yoav Spiegel.

IV. Fund drawdown report

The FY08 grant for Greyston Family Inn began 2/1/09 but no vouchers have been submitted after 9 months! Voucher for this grant immediately.

FY08 MVNHC contract began 10/1 but not yet executed

Additional units should be added to Westhab SRO S+C and St. Johns S+C to bring them up to date.

FSSY Homestead II, Sharing Community HOST II, Westhab Yonkers OWN 4 and 2-3 are several months behind.

FY07 FSSY Homestead grant period ended over 90 days ago. Remaining balance of $36,974 has been lost to HUD according to regulations. FSSY and MHA request for exception to allow voucher to be accepted is under HUD review.

V. FY09 Application priority list

VI. FY09 CoC application planning

a. timing – extension for application to 11/25

b. performance goals – county is reaching national goals for clients in Permanent Housing staying 6+ months, clients employed at exit, and decreasing number of homeless families. Current data shows Westchester is failing goal to move clients from Transitional Housing to Permanent Housing. Hopefully corrected data from Westhab's STAIR program which has the majority of TH clients will allow us to meet this target.

Also need to increase number of beds primarily for Chronic Homeless to 105. Would like to do so by designating current beds for CH.

c. Suggestion is to use beds at Greyston Issan House or Sharing Community's MHA S+C. Issan House is not appropriate because the program is for PLWAs only.

Sharing Community is willing to explore designating 29 beds at Travers House and Broadway Manor as priority CH beds.

d. leveraging- new for FY09 leveraging is not needed for renewals!

VII. Update on HPRP

HPRP is up and running in Yonkers. Eligible families have income below 50% of area median, and facing eviction due to temporary economic crisis such as job loss. HPRP can provide rental assistance for 6-18 months under family can be self-sufficient again. Referrals to CLUSTER.

VIII. Update on FY07 Samaritan Initiative

Contract started 10/1/09. 24 beds for Chronic Homeless. The Sharing Community has referred 7-9 clients to date, though no participants have been accepted yet. Any other agency with eligible clients  should provide documentation to DCMH.

IX. Emergency Shelter Count

Broadway Manor: 30 beds full every night (maybe 1 or 2 beds empty all of 2009!)

Holy Cross: 19 beds full

Hudson Street 10-20 or more every night. As weather gets colder,  facility will be over full.

X. HMIS implementation

XI. Impact of Rockefeller Drug Law reform

Change in laws allows prisoners to be re-sentenced and then released. Estimate is 6,000 individuals state-wide, and 100's returning to Westchester. No official plan has been formulated to deal with this. Shawyn Howard and Jim Bostic are trying to start a planning committee; Greyston will provide workforce development for re-entry individuals.

Next meeting: Friday, 12/11 at 10:00 am



