MVCSD Attendance Improvement & Suspension Reduction Teams

AGENDA: February 25, 2015


1. Welcome: Dr. Bennett-Conroy
2. Introductions
3. Announcements

· New webpage created for this project at http://tinyurl.com/MVAttendanceWiki
· New juvenile justice program to be piloted in Mt. Vernon: The Hon. Kathie Davidson
· Reminder: March 12th Raising the Bar on Academic Achievement: Improving School Climate and Discipline for Westchester County’s African-American Students: Karen Blumenthal
· Other announcements

Improving Attendance

4. Yonkers CPS data on factors contributing to chronic absenteeism: January 2015

5. Brief review of current year-to-date chronic absenteeism data

6. Suggestion: Target 5 elementary schools with chronic absenteeism rates of 15% or more (Parker 21%, Grimes 19%, Holmes 17%, Williams 16%, and Hamilton 15%)

Reducing Suspensions

7. Need for Corrective Action Plan to reduce suspensions of special education students: Felicia Gaon, MVCSD Director of Special Education Services

8. Brief review of current year-to-date suspension data

9. Suggestion: Target 3 schools with more than 1 student suspended 10+ days by 1/31/15
(Williams 3, Longfellow 6, and MVHS 10) AND focus case conferences for these 19 pupils

Next Steps

10. Next Steps
· Focused meeting with 5 elementary schools with highest chronic absenteeism rates?

· Focused meeting with 3 schools with longest cumulative suspensions?

· Other?
11.  Next Meeting Dates and Time: Our remaining meetings for this school year will be at noon on: March 18, April 15, and May 20. Please mark your calendars.
