Yonkers Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
D. Richardson, YPS
S. Zaluski, YPS

D. Campanini, YPD
Y. Spiegel, PD&D
R. Zingaro, YPD

J. DiCarlo, Probation
A. Stone, County Attorney


B. McGrath, DSS
R. West, YPD


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

Drug Free Communities application for Yonkers was rejected. Hopefully, we will get scoring explanation soon. Cheryl Bobe has commented that communities will be rejected the 1st time they apply, and get funded with the 2nd application. The Yonkers DFC Coalition will continue to meet and work over the next year, focusing on prescription drugs. Housing PD says this is an increasingly common drug in busts.

III. Implementation Plans for 2009-2010 school year

At the last meeting in July, there were harsh words for the Yonkers Public Schools. This tested the YTRSG partnership, but all parties are recommitted to success.

a. new statistics procedures:  We will be redefining the baseline statistics on absenteeism. 100's of students go over 20+ ABS limit in last month of school year. So from now on we will only track absenteeism through 6/1 each year.

In addition, reporting to the YTRSG will be slowed. Principals will be given two weeks before the meeting to investigate unaddressed students. This means we will see stats on an almost one month delay.

b. YPS administration: Superintendent Pierorazio intends to be more forceful with the school principals. Performance at reporting chronic truants will be part of principals' job evaluation. Principals will have to sign a list of unaddressed students each month.

The YTRSG will provide better clarity to school building administrations on valid reasons for not reporting. Schools should err on side of reporting!

CPS will meet with administrations of targeted schools to establish liaisons between school staff and CPS workers. This hopefully will allow for more communication, understanding, and correct training.

Suggestion is for YPS Data Processing to send list of students with 10 or more unexcused absences each month automatically to each school building administrations.

c. YPD

YPD would like to rceive list of students with 10 absences from Board of Ed each month. This does not happen consistently.

IV. School reasons for not reporting truant cases to CPS

Supplemental form to Ed Neglect report asks for documentation of schools efforts to engage parents to resolve situation. This should be done before there are 20 absences! The list suggested above generated for each school by Data Processing should trigger the investigation.

Once case has reached 20 absences, it should be reported.

Next meeting: October 20, at 9am.


