KINSHIP SUPPORT PROGRAM
The Kinship Support Program (KSP) serves grandparents and other relative caregivers who are raising children not more than 18 years old.  The majority of program participants are from low-to-moderate income households and are racially diverse.  To identify grandparents eligible for this program, FSSY conducts extensive outreach to schools, social service providers, nutrition sites, housing associations, community agencies and groups that provide services to grandparents or are involved with services to children.  FSSY also reaches out directly to Westchester residents through flyers, public announcements and individual contacts to ensure that all eligible grandparents and other relative caregivers can benefit from the program.  Particularly, FSSY works closely with the Westchester County Department of Senior Programs and Services and the Westchester County Department of Social Services in identifying and assisting relative caregivers.  

Under a major grant from the New York State Office of Children and Family Services, in addition to providing case management, we currently offer the following services in collaboration with other agencies: legal services (especially for custody-related issues), family mediation; individual and family counseling, and training in parenting skills to strengthen the family unit.  Throughout the year, FSSY sponsors support groups for relative caregivers, both to provide information on relevant caregiver issues and to assist participants in developing the skills essential to their role as a caregivers.  The program also disseminates information about critical resources for the caregivers.  Additionally, FSSY sponsors various programs, including recognition events, family outings, and holiday parties, in support of the caregivers.  Participants in the FSSY GrandPower Project undertake advocacy activities, particularly to educate local, county and state legislators, and public officials about issues concerning kinship families and to press for legislative reform to increase benefits for these individuals.  Additionally, FSSY sponsors educational forums for stakeholders, i.e., caregivers, elected officials, and legal, educational and social service professionals.  Significantly, trained Advocates represent caregivers on local, county, and state boards and committees.  In particular, the Advocates are long-time members of the Westchester County Grandparents Coalition. 

For the children being raised by relative caregivers, FSSY offers holiday and summer programs at our Kinship Support Center located at 30 South Broadway in Yonkers.  The KSP participates in county-wide donation programs, such as the multi-corporation clothing drive (Back-to-School Clothes for Kids), and drives for school supplies and holiday presents sponsored by the Westchester County Department of Senior Programs and Services.  Importantly, the KSP administers a variety of social service programs targeted to relative caregivers and their children.
