Yonkers Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2008

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

T. Fella, DSS
R. West, Planning Unit YPD

G. Kanych, Probation
G. Winn, DSS

D. Martuge, YPS
S. Zaluski, YPS

J. Sage, Probation
R. Zingaro, YPD

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

K. Bertrand advises that funds from New York State will be cut deeply and for many years. This will be the worst funding environment since the Great Depression. The state will be cutting $2B this fiscal year, $12.5B next year, and $15B the year following. All depts.. are being asked to cut several % from their budgets- 20% of discretionary spending.

III. Review of Chronic Truancy Stats

a. Overall status report: 34 Students with 20+ absences in grades 1-8, but 25 remain unreported to CPS (no Ed Neglect reports filed). Schools must do better job of reporting children after 20 absences. S. Zaluski has begun to follow up with individuals schools about unreported children using informtion provided by PD&D. Schools seem to be reporting other children early at 10 or 15 days absent- 61 Ed Neglect reports have been filed, but only 9 or 10 are grade 1-8 students with 20+ absences. The extra 50 cases may also include students in 9th or 10th grades (below age 16). Of these 61 cases, CPS has completed 4 investigations and indicated 1.

b. School level stats: see Hand Out. Of the 34 students with 20+ absences, 25 come from just three schools- Emerson MS, Yonkers MS, and Fermi. Only 8 students have been reported from these three schools. MLK school has reported 0 of 3 students with 20+ absences. Again, S. Zaluski will press these schols for complete reporting. 

c. CPS Stats: 316 reports in Yonkers, 61 are Ed Neglect or 19%. Of 4 cases completed, 1 has been indicated, 3 were determined unfounded. R. West asks what this can mean for kids absent 20+ days? Usually due to sickness or school data wrong. CPS continues to work with these parents though- not the end of the case.

Martuge asks for this CPS report to include Ed Neglect reports for grades 1-8, not all grades. T. Fella replies that this may not be possible but will investigate.

IV. Review status of Implementing Educational Neglect Reporting Procedures

a. Providing court mandated attendance reporting: CPS is getting stats biweekly from YPS.

b. Investigating absences: YPD stats provided by R. Zingaro show that this process is working effectively.

c. Filing Ed Neglect Reports including supplemental forms: As noted above, YPS clearly must do a better job reporting chlidren with 20+ absences. Most of those reported are too old or with fewer than 20 days absent.

d. Training reporters in new procedures and use of new form: CPS should be invited to train school administrations and teachers (including clinical staff, registrars), especially at schools noted above which are not reporting large numbers of students. This was done previously and must repeated. Also, Supplemental form should be changed to include D. Martuge's name now.

V. Review of draft protocol for educational neglect reporting

see Hand Out. Changes from meeting:  change individuals named to job titles.

step 1. 5 days absent in a row, schools get in touch with parents

step 2. change “school social worker” to “any designated school support staff/registrar”. Also must invent process for Paul Santoro to notify schools when a child has 10 absences.

Step 13. change “Bimonthly” to “Biweekly”. Also, complete sentence.

VI. Presentation on new laws impacting school PINS referrals and petitions

see Hand out.

J. Sage notes that schools are sending cases to her Probation office based on verbal agreement to go to PINS. Not all are PINS eligible and so can't be served there. 

K. Bertrand: So, who is appropriate for PINS.

J. Sage: I don;t want to provide hard rules to screen out a needy kid. But generally, there must be no significant history of neglect or parental non-responsiveness (don;t refer when parents are recalcitrant). Absences are chronic but child can function in school (not special ed).

K. Bertrand: Schools must refer to CPS. To address this, D. Martuge should follow up with the schools referring to PINS to stop the practice. In addition, we should send schools info on new, nicer, CPS Family Assessment Response (FAR) methods. 

G. Winn: OK, CPS will visit school administrations to provide info. FAR is used in cases without immediate danger of harm to the child. CPS is to engage and empower the family and work out solution with family participation. Family is connected to services. Don't assign fault. Begins 12/1/2008.

VII. Update on YTPRCW:

a. FFT has been canceled by central agency due to complications finding needed funding beyond medicaid reimbursements.

b. Strengthening Families Program calendar provided.

Next meeting date: 12/16/2008



