Yonkers Coalition for Youth
Monthly Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2012

Attendees: Karl Bertrand, Beverly Pierce, Freda Elston, Edward Cipriani, Makeda James, Roberta West, Laina Rivelli, Dawn Gomerez, Corine E. Lurry, Richard Nightinggale, Kelly Chiarella, Karen Beltran, Wayne Humphry, Nicole Intervallo, John Thompson, Susan Lenseth, Allison McSpedon
	Topics #1 & 2:
	Discussion:

	Announcements
	· Karl Bertrand opened the meeting with the announcement that Commissioner McGuire has approved the plan to change the counties current homelessness and housing systems.
· Beverly Peirce announced that the WCFY website www.powertotheparents.org is now up and running for the purposes of providing information and support to parents on a variety of topics relating to teens.
· Nicole Intervallo announced that the Renaissance Project is not open for adolescent alcohol & drug treatment

· Richard Nightinggale announced that Westhab will be moving to their new home at 8 Bashford Street in Yonkers as of February 25th.



	Topic #3:
	Discussion:

	Update on Yonkers Truancy Reduction Efforts by Karl Bertrand
	· Truancy in the Yonkers Public School System has been dramatically reduced
· Success is largely attributed to the automation of the truancy system and increased availability of programs to support families  of truant students upon report rather than a penalty based system.

	Follow-up:
	· Progress will continue to be charted and truant students will receive attention and assistance


	Topic #4:
	Discussion:

	Drug Free Community Grant RFP by Beverly Pierce (BP) on behalf of SAS and Richard Nightinggale (RN) on behalf of Westhab
	· This RFP will be Yonkers’ 4th effort at perusal.
· RN will be collecting CIAS from YCAP & YPD as well as sending out a plan, please expect requests

· The deadline is March 22nd. The dollar amount is $125,000 per year for 10 years.

· There is a great deal of optimism surrounding this effort. Last year Yonkers scored a 94 when the cut off was 95. Only 40 were awarded last year and 150 are available this year.

· The action plan includes but is not limited to: planning & holding meetings, offering a website, newsletters, training, surveys, a video, inhalant abuse prevention materials, creating a youth leadership council, administrating compliance checks, police surveillance, a social media campaign

	Follow-up:
	· Involving Nita Lowey and Eliot Engel would be beneficial to the process
· A one page abstract is needed for a push


	Topic #5:
	Discussion:

	Update on YMCA SNUG Program by John Thompson
	· SNUG is in it’s 3rd year of operations

· Yonkers has seen a 13%  reduction in crime, Mayor Spano counts SNUG in the top 3 reasons for this change.

· The program hires ex cons to build relationships with violators as well as those recently subjected to violence

· Yonkers has given $100,000 to keep operations going until June and may continue funding there after


	Topic #6:
	Discussion:

	Update on Westhab New York Works Program by Richard Nightinggale
	· WIB – Youth Works – Young people are matched w/tax incentivized employers
· There have been 4 cycles and there are hopes that the program will resume in the fall

·  Part of the made in America initiative

· The contact person is Channel Harris

	Decisions:
	

	Follow-up:
	·  Sean will provide a complete list of employment programs


	Topic #7:
	Discussion:

	Update on PTA Budget Advocacy by Kelly Chiarella
	· Yonkers went to Albany to testify on behalf of bringing back school psychologists, counselors, sports and music programs in a fight for unfunded mandates
· There will be a budget by March 15th
· P3 feasibility is being discussed (Public Private Partnership), 39 schools need major renovations

	Follow-up:
	·  Kelly will provide will compose an email to circulate to generate support


Meeting was closed. 

Respectfully submitted: Allison McSpedon

Date: 02/26/13
Next Meeting:  Date: 04/03/13  
Time 1pm
Location:Riverfront Library, Community Room B 
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