Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource Coordination Workgroup

Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters

R. Childs, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters

J. DiCarlo, Probation.
D. Richardson, YPS


Y. Spiegel, PD&D

P. Kerrigan, FSW
B. Weinbaum, YPS

C. Lurry, Andrus
G. Winn, DSS

Lombard, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
S. Zaluski, YPS

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Summary of Yonkers Truancy Reduction Strategy Group meeting

Discussion centered on how to improve the rate of Ed Neglect reporting in the new school year. YTRSG will recalculate the number of chronic truants each year through 6/1, not the end of the school year. Schools are expected to report all students with 20+ unexcused absences before the 6/1 cut off.

III. New DCJS block grant

Not sure if this RFP covers funding for a renewal of the early truancy intervention program or for some other project. Must decide by tomorrow.

IV. Early Truancy Intervention (ETI) startup

Official start was 8/1, but contract has been held up. Currently have staff for project. 4 schools have been identified- Fermi, Emerson, Mark Twain, YMS. 

But still need OK from Donna Martuge at YPS to meet with the administrations of these buildings in order to request that the principals send a letter to potential participants to introduce program to them. Then Andrus will contact the parents directly. In addition to this permission to meet with principals, ETI needs YPS to provide a list of contacts at each school, to OK the text of letter to be sent to the families by the principals, and to provide a list of students with 10 or more unexcused absences as potential participants.

V. Progress report on services

a. Strengthening Families Program

training for new SFP model (SFP 6-11) to take place in late October or early November. Andrus is still soliciting agencies to participate. YMCA, YCAP, Family Ties, and Westhab will attend. CPS staff not interested, but Probation, Lexington Center, WestCOP, ChildCare Council, and Greyston are possibilities.

b. Big Brothers /Big Sisters

Now in middle of second funding year (which began 4/1/09). 104 matches so far (including the state DCJS grant). Goal is to sustain these existing matches and add new ones if a child drops out.

In the Dept. of Education funded program goals for this year are:


30 school based matches with college student mentors


30 school based matches with Yonkers HS student mentors


20 community based matches

BBBS is also continuing anti-truancy, anti-gang, and anti-bullying activities and speakers. 

Question: Are BBBS mandated Ed. Neglect reporters if they find out that a participant child has missed 20+ unexcused days of school? They should instead encourage the school to report the case to CPS.

Next meeting date: 10/20/2009 at 10am as part of Yonkers Consortium



