Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Yonkers Weed & Seed

Yonkers Drug Free Coalition

Meeting Minutes

December 8, 2010

Meeting Facilitator(s): Gary Winn

Present: 

	C. Barnett, SNUG, YMCA
	Capt. F. Intervallo, YPD
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy 
	P. Kerrigan, FSW
	J. Thompson, YMCA

	K. Chiarella, PTA
	A. Linden, SAS
	Nychelle Walcott, Westhab

	R. Childs, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
	C. Lurry, Andrus
	P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

	J. Higgins, MHACY
	R. Nightingale, Westhab
	P. White, DCMH

	W. Humphrey, Asst. County Attorney
	B. Pierce, SAS
	G. Winn, PD&D

	
	Christina, YPS
	, CLUSTER


 TOPICS:

I. Welcome

Karl is doing fine after his surgery

II. Introductions

III. Update Weed & Seed

Weed & Seed combines law enforcement and social services. Committee chair, Alexi Mantsios is away today. Weed & Seed is currently a defunct funding stream. Alexi will keep us informed on new Dept. of Justice funding opportunities which will replace it.

Former W&S sites activities still ongoing: 

Westhab has youth Safe Haven/ Community Resource program in 3rd Precinct; YCAP has Safe Haven in 4th Precinct. Both are continuing successfully.

2 Ceasefire Initiatives:

Westhab's program works with identified gang members on parole/probation to get them employment, services, housing, as they reduce gang activities.

SNUG program at YMCA is funded by state senate initiative, using Chicago model. Street wiseguys/ex-offenders do Case Management with gang members on the streets at night (until midnight and later) building relationships and targeting the most likely shooters in community.  Just started 11/1/10.

IV. Update CTC

V. Update Drug Free Communities

Current activities:

Weekly Development of Self-Esteem group for males 18-30 years old.

Monthly community meetings at Nodine Hill center

Collaboration with Student Assistance Services (SAS) which has received grant to fight underage drinking in Yonkers. Anne-Marie Linden:

Free T.I.P.S. Training in November was canceled for lack of interest. Will try again in 2011.

Instead DFC will be sending a letter to store owners and Journal-News advocating for 4LOKO drinks to removed from store shelves (see handout).

Suggestion: investigate new crisis, alcohol infused whipped cream.

Thursday 12/9/10 2pm – 3:30pm at Mount Vernon Library: Community Consultation on NYS drug laws/policies 

VI. Update Law Enforcement

Capt. Intervallo: No new W&S funding so regular patrols only now. Crime in Yonkers is down, in general for 2010 vs. 2009. However, robberies are up (robberies are always up during the holiday season). YPD has robbery task force and using new WAVE funding for “hotspot” police overtime.

VII. Update Andrus Early Truancy Intervention

DCJS funding ended 11/1/10, replaced with alternate funding to work with CPS-reported students.

In total received 5 referrals from YPS in 5 months. All 5 cases now closed.

Why so few referrals from YPS again?

YPS staff never explain to Andrus why referrals were not given, despite requests for explanation. However, the Schools decided parental permission was required before referrals allowed. YPS is inconsistent on this issue, and decision to require permissions here killed the program.

In addition the central YPS administration did not hold the individual school buildings involved responsible. Program may have worked better if Andrus had staff placed on-site in the school buildings.

VIII. Update on Big Brothers/ Big Sisters

69 current matches, including 4-5 new for Year 3 (only doing re-matches currently).

Held holiday party on 12/4.

6 month outcome evaluations are happening now.

IX. Yonkers Truacy Reduction Strategy Group summary

YTGSG met this morning (next meeting 1/12/11). Dealt with:

Planning school staff reorientation on Educational Neglect reporting process

Designation of truancy liaison in each school building, especially in 5 schools with most chronic truants.

Liaisons meeting to be held in January.

Stats:

No stats provided yet by Yonkers Public Schools. Pending this week.

According to CPS, Ed Neglect reports volume is the same as last year (though CPS stats are for grades 1-12, and the YTRSG project concerns only grades 1-8).

CPS FAR groups are helping to improve outcomes for families since the relationship with CPS is less antagonistic and more long-term.

Wayne Humphries: County Attorney is getting fewer referrals so far this year, though PINS and JD are steady.

Next meeting: January 12, 2011



