Yonkers Continuum of Care for the Homeless

Meeting Minutes

December 17, 2008

Meeting Facilitator: Yoav Spiegel

Present: 

D. Booker, Sharing Community
S. Moraldo, MV Neighborhood Health Center

H. Frankel, FSSY
A. Murray, Westhab

K. Graham, Legal Services of the Hudson Valley
W. Roman, My Sister’s Place

P. Harper, HMIS
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

J. Johnson, Westhab
R. Stiebel, Legal Services of the Hudson Valley

A. Koffi, YMCA
C. Vasquez-Brown, St. John’s Hospital

A. Margolis, Andrus
A. Villano, My Sister’s Place

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements

J. Johnson: housing providers should be aware that HUD is now requiring clients to sign occupancy agreements every month. The agency can have the client sign each month at the back of the same copy of the agreement, however.

Note: further information and sample occupancy agreements are available from the PD&D wiki:

http://www.programdesign.com/wiki/YCOCH#Manuals.2FTraining_Material
in the S+C Manual section 3.5 and in a sample agreement provided by HUD in October, 2008.

III. Grant fund drawdown report

See handout. Several projects are behind in vouchering for authorized funds as of 12/12/08. Up to date vouchering is important because HUD is currently reviewing the county CoC renewal grant application and points are deducted for unused funds in the last fiscal year.

These contracts are significantly behind; agencies should submit vouchers to Patty Duffy at MHA immediately:

B60-4025 FSSY Homestead II

B70-4022 FSSY Homestead

B70-4009 Sharing Community HOST II

C70-4032 Sharing Community S+C

B70-4014 Greyston Lifeskills

B70-4016 Westhab Yonkers OWN 1

C50-4034 Westhab SRO S+C

B70-4012 Mt. Vernon NHC Medical & Substance Abuse Outreach

B70-4011 My Sister's Place Shelter Legal Services

B70-4015 YWCA Job Plus

Y. Spiegel: Are there any issues that prevent on time vouchering for contracts?

J. Johnson: We need better communication between HUD, MHA, and the individual sponsors.

IV. Upcoming APRs

see handout. YMCA SRO S+C contact C50-4029, My Sister's Place Shelter Legal Services B50-4006 APR are due and need to send documents to MHA immediately. 

Westhab SRO S+C C50-4034 and Mt. Vernon NHC B60-4016 are due this month but have already sent in the APRs.

V. Westchester homeless street count

To take place between 1/22/09 and 1/30/09 overnight. Exact date will be chosen at the Westchester Partnership for the Homeless meeting today (12/17/08) at 2pm.

D. Booker and K. Bertrand will coordinate in Yonkers. Please contact them to offer assistance.

VI. HMIS

P. Harper: Enter in data for clients even they can't currently be enrolled. This problem wil be solved in the next month, and enetered data will be salvaged at that time. In the mean time, APR must be done manually. HUD has a downloadable fill-able APR form in Word format.

Note: available here:

http://www.programdesign.com/wiki/YCOCH#HUD_Forms_and_Notices

Concrete action is being taken to make the HMIS system functional. The Partnership will soon decide whether the HMIS system provider, DSI, can solve the problems or not- and “we will then go down another path”.



