Yonkers Continuum of Care for the Homeless

Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

D. Del Bene, Andrus
Robin Stiebel, Legal Services of the Hudson Valley

P. Harper, HMIS
Carmen Vasquez-Brown, St. Johns Hospital

Candice Kane, FSSY
Alexandra Villano, My Sisters' Place

Assana Koffi, YWCA of Yonkers
R. Zopf, Sharing Community

A. Margolis, Andrus


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements

FY07 Samaritan Initiative contract has been fully executed with start date of 10/1/09. Project will provide 24 sanction free beds with mobile services anywhere in the county for Chronic Homeless substance abusers. This is a housing first model project- Westhab does the housing and Renaissance does the case management. Forward Chronic Homelessness documentation for clients you would like to refer to Dahlia Austin at DCMH.

III. Update on County fair housing lawsuit settlement hearing

County legislators voted 12-5 to approve the settlement at 2 am this morning. This was the minimum margin needed to approve the funds. The settlement will allow the county to avoid potential for 100's of millions of dollars in penalties, HUD funding being frozen, and 100's of families becoming homeless.

IV. HPRP Update

HPRP services to begin 10/1/09 as well. Yonkers to receive $500,000 for Rapid Rehousing of homeless and Eviction Prevention. Eviction Prevention is designed to help newly poor households in danger of losing apartments (not street homeless) due to job loss or other catastrophe. This is a unique, new program for underserved group. A household can receive up to 18 months of assistance, until they are back to self-sufficiency. Intent is to help each household as little as possible so that maximum number of household can be helped. Target is 42 families. Flyer pending which will detail eligibility requirements and referral contact information.

10/7 noon is monthly meeting (to be held at Planning Department) of Yonkers HPRP on program administration and case management.

Wednesday, October 14th Bridge Fund conference on HPRP at Pace University on HPRP in Westchester will provide more details.

V. APR Update

FSSY Homestead sent to MHA. 

Lisa Lockley at HUD does not have YWCA JobPlus and Andrus Family Care. MHA should email and mail new copies to her ASAP.

Westhab Yonkers OWN 1 is due soon; APR was reviewed and approved for signature last week.

Upcoming APRs:

No APRs due for review in September or October.

VI. Fund drawdown/ contract execution report

All agencies need to voucher more promptly from now on to improve county's performance score on new application. County Partnership will be monitoring drawdowns each month.

All FY08 contracts executed MVHNC Outreach, which does not start until 10/1.

Andrus and YWCA vouchers have been submitted, but are on hold because of the lost APRs for these projects. MHA will resubmit APRs.

FY07 FSSY Homestead grant period ended over 90 days ago. Remaining balance of $36,974 has been lost to HUD according to regulations. FSSY and MHA will try to get exception to allow voucher to be accepted.

MVNHC FY07 grant 4 months behind schedule.

Additional vouchers should be submitted for Westhab SRO S+C (needs to add additional units), and St. Johns S+C to bring them up to date.

The FY08 grants for Greyston Family Inn, FSSY Homestead, Sharing Community HOST, and My Sisters Place Legal Services all began 2/1/09 but no vouchers for any of them have been submitted after 8 months! Voucher for these grants immediately.

VII. FY09 CoC application planning

Registration is finished, and all renewal projects and funding levels are locked in. John Dipirro, Pat Harper, Yoav Spiegel are working on Housing Inventory.

Agencies were sent FY08 Exhibit 2s for review on July 14. Not all have been returned! In Yonkers need FSSY, LSHV, and Greyston to respond immediately.

Next meeting: Wednesday, 10/28 at 10:30 am



