Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2008

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	S. Miles, District Attorney’s Office

	Judy Curcio, DSS
	E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW

	T. DelPilar, Andrus
	K. Mines, Westhab Weed & Seed

	N. DeCicco, Asst. County Attorney
	T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW

	M. Gerkin, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
	Q. Rathjen, FFT coordinator MHA

	L. Heyward, YCAP
	P. Seltzer, DSS

	W. Humphrey, Asst. County Attorney
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	P. Kerrigan, FSW
	J. Thompson, YMCA

	C. Latteri, DCMH
	P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

	A. Mantsios, U.S. Attorney’s Office
	P. White, Children’s Services, DCMH

	K. Maxwell, DCMH/CMH
	


 TOPICS:
I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

a) K. Bertrand advises that funds from New York State will be cut deeply and for many years. This will be the worst funding environment since the Great Depression. The state will be cutting $2B this fiscal year, $12.5B next year, and $15B the year following. All depts.. are being asked to cut several % from their budgets- 20% of discretionary spending.

b) K. Blumenthal passes out a postcard from Campaign for Kids, to be sent to county legislators to lobby against cuts in youth social services. Would like client families to attend hearings, esp. in Yonkers on 11/19. Make voices heard to keep whatever funding possible.

c) P. White announces that funding is going down, as need for services goes up. NYC homeless levels up 30%, increase due to newly unemployed and their families (T. Volchok reports that this is true in Westchester as well). The Network’s project on Asthma prevention with St. John’s hospital is successful, using DSS/Ed Neglect reports for asthma sufferers & child welfare workshops with families of kids affected.

K. Bertrand reports that Gary Winn now has CPS tracking WHY student is absent when investigating Ed Neglect cases. This points to potential solutions. We will see which problems most commonly lead to truancy and set up solutions.

III. Review of minutes from 10/20/08

Email any necessary changes or objections to Karl.
IV. New analysis of Evidenced-based targeting data

Yoav will be collecting Implementation Progress Reports from all providers at the beginning of every month to collect data regarding the previous month. The first collection date will be November 4th, which will cover the time period since the beginning of the grant on April 1. 

The relevant progress report forms for each program (BBBS, Strengthening Families, FFT) are available on the PDD website at http://www.programdesign.com/wiki/YJCEC#Implementation_Reporting_Forms
Please email the completed form back to Yoav at YSpiegel@programdesign.com during the first week of each month.

Yoav will then aggregate the data every three months and send it to Roberta West for inclusion in the Quarterly reports.

R. West: Also send me any promotional literature for your programs to append to quarterly reports.

IV.
Schedule for 2009 YJCEC meetings

	 
	YJCEC meeting date

	November
	11/10/08

	December
	12/8/08

	January
	1/12/09

	February
	2/9/09

	March
	3/16/2009

	April
	4/20/09

	May
	5/18/09

	June
	6/15/09

	July
	7/20/09

	August
	8/17/09

	September
	9/21/09

	October
	10/19/09

	November
	11/9/09

	December
	12/7/09


V. Other new business

a) K. Bertrand: Truancy was cut 28% in Yonkers last year, using Ed. Neglect reporting to CPS.

P. Kerrigan: Perhaps we have solved the easy cases, but the remaining truancy cases will be harder? 

K. Bertrand replies: Maybe, but creating real consequences for parents when children are truant does work for large percentage of cases. Then we will indeed need to deal with the true hard cases involving substance abuse, violence, etc.

b) Drug Free Communities survey: We are awaiting Yonkers school system to organize a date for the survey that OASAS has agreed to fund. Kenyatta has been trying for a few weeks to reach Shanit Cohen at YPS who has been assigned that task. We will need the Superintendent to lend authority to force principals to make the survey happen in their school on the correct day.
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