Recovery Housing Network of Westchester

Meeting Minutes

December 7, 2010

Meeting Facilitators: Dahlia Austin

Present: 

	E. Acosta, Project Trust
	J. Johnson, Westhab

	P. Anderson-Winchell, GCCC
	M. Kellogg, Westhab

	D. Austin, DCMH
	G. Kelly, Lexington Center

	B. Coleman, Westhab
	R. Parker, Westhab

	T. DeFilippo, Renaissance
	J. Rubin, Project Trust

	
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

Kathy Sommeridge's line elimated; send all Chronic Homeless documentation directly to Dahlia from now on

Project Trust now integrated into Open Arms shelter, at 86 (not 96) E. Post Road.

II. FY10 Continuum of Care application

Submitted 11/17/10

III. DSS staff changes

New DSS Commissioner has been chosen, but not yet publicly announced.

John Beefus will be Asst. Dep. Commissioner over homeless housing.

Eugene Cialini will be in charge of homeless services

Philippa Seltzer will continue to handle CoC projects

Chris Wilkins will be in charge of nom-CoC shelters and projects

Philippa will do all claims processing however, and Katrina Alexander will do all contracts. 

DSS Shelter changes:

OASAS in New Rochelle will close 1/1/11. The 5-15 clients/night will go to GCCC at that time, after being fed at HOPE.

WestHELP Greenburgh will be closed in a process taking most of 2011.

IV. Update on DCMH S+C Samaritan Initiative and DSS SHP Samaritan Initiative


a. DCMH subcontract with Westhab has been held up by the county executives office. Will be dated 10/1/10 when executed, but Westhab will not house anyone until it has a contract in hand. 


b. DSS SHP project:

Some clients continue to take a very long time to pick an apartment. Need to institute a 3 month/ 3 try limit to find a place before terminating clients from the program if they are intransigent and 

refuse to pick a place.

Currently there are:

14 housed

1 about to be housed

4 (?) with 30 day termination notices since they refuse to pick an apartment

3 more pending for entry to looking for unit phase

5 slots open*

*Still need DSS approval, with proof of income to get in. Having a source of income a big obstacle for the chronic homeless target population of this project.

Still, should have full occupancy by end of winter.

V. 
Update on potential new OASAS housing

No new information. NYS agencies may be waiting until new governor takes office. Funding is already approved, but may be recaptured to balance the budget.

Next meeting date: 1/11/11 at 10am.



