Recovery Housing Network of Westchester

Meeting Minutes

December 8, 2009

Meeting Facilitators: Dahlia Austin and Karl Bertrand

Present: 

D. Austin, DCMH
K. Sommerich, DCMH

K. Bertrand, PD&D
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

J. Johnson, Westhab
S. Tisne, Lexington Center for Recovery

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. FY09 Continuum of Care application submitted on time by 11/25

III. Status of emergency shelters/warming centers


a. Yonkers – above capacity with 70 individuals nightly


b. Mount Vernon- only has approval to operate until 12/31/09!


c. New Rochelle- DSS says site is operating


d. Peekskill- operating with capacity of 8-9 


e. White Plains-  operating with capacity of 40

V. Current status of Samaritan Initiative startup

Due to Renaissance cash flow problems, Case Manager will not start until 1/2/09.

Diane Stern is concerned that some (~10) of the referrals as Chronic Homeless are not in DSS system. Seems unlikely that individuals could be homeless repeatedly for long periods without becoming known to DSS. These clients can't enter program until Diane gives approval in additon to any certification of Chronic Homelessness by Dahlia Austin's office.

Would like at least 4 to 5 people ready to go on 1/2.

VI. Other new business

Other methods to obtain housing for homeless individuals besides the Samaritan Initiative:

a. Shelter supplement for singles has been temporarily (24 months) increased. Has allowed participants to move from shelters to apartments especially when they double up into 2 BR unit.

b. Rapid Rehousing component of HPRP

c. HUD VASH for veterans

d. RAP for singles

suggestion is made to organize a Roundtable discussion/workshop in late January on how to get homeless into Permanent Housing. Westhab, CHI, DSS (Diane Stern), and WRO can share their expertise with other agencies. This will also help the County Partnership identify needs for next (and last new) round of CoC funding.

Next meeting date: 1/12/2009 at 10am.



