Yonkers Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

Meeting Minutes

January 19, 2010

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	G. Winn, DSS

	D. Campanini, YPD
	S. Zaluski, YPS

	Y. Spiegel, PD&D
	


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

a. PD&D will do a better job sending out reminders for next meeting. Meeting date will be moved to 2/23 at 9:30am to avoid February school district vacation week.

b. DSS CPS staff will be trained February 2-3 in F.A.R. Techniques. Will create 3rd F.A.R. unit in Yonkers and 1st unit in White Plains.

III. Review of Chronic Truancy Stats

a. Overall status report:  Stats available only through 11/15. YPS has not provided district wide information since November. Through that point, stats are very similar to year previous, with ~35 chronic students at ~10 reported to CPS.

b. School level stats: This report shows which schools need to work harder or better on reporting to CPS. 4 schools have reported NONE of their chronic truants despite being notified many weeks ago. They are Fermi, School 16, Family School 32, and Museum School 25. S. Zaluski will continue to press these schools for complete reporting. Overall reporting rate is 53%.

c. YPD and CPS Stats: Communication between YPS and YPD is very good. YPD has gone out to check on truants with 10+ absences 26 times over the last two months, visiting 290 students' families.  Most parents are reponsive.

CPS truancy cause stats:

	1 asthma
	1 bullying

	6 medical (other)
	1 cultural

	1 parent substance abuse (under reported – CPS will work to improve)
	4 child mental health

	2 transportation
	1 parent mental health

	5 PINS behavior
	1 family needs

	7 other
	


CPS addressing family needs by using flexible funds to provide bed sheets, beds, mattresses, desks to study, school supplies. Will add inadequate household conditions to list of causes. When child can't study at home they fall behind and then stop going to school. Also using flex $ for  incentive gift cards, lap tops, youth theater memberships, 5-10 YMCA memberships, art set.

CPS is also moving cases more quickly to Family Court when appropriate; absences do not continue to accumulate after contact with family for long periods. Already filed 12 petitions of Educational Neglect with court this year. Many cases are repeats from last year- need to address loss of momentum over summer.

K. Bertrand would like CPS to refer cases to St. Johns for CASAC groups. St. Johns can run groups with entitlement funding if CPS fills them. CPS should better identify households with substance abusing parent for referrals.

Families are not interested in academic remediation since it is expensive. CPS needs updated list of SES eligible schools from YPS for referral to free remediation offered through this program.

For PINS behavior cases, CPS either does PINS petitions, or referral to mental health treatment. Probation is cooperative. 

IV. Review Status of Implementing Educational Neglect Reporting Procedures

a. District-level statistics on chronic truancy are not currently being provided on a monthly basis by YPS. YTRSG requests that this process be sped up regularized so the centralized statistics  are available to evaluate progress of initiative.

b. YPD is getting lists of truants regularly, however.

c. Ed. Neglect forms are being filed with supplemental sheet and sent to Silvia.

d. Updates on active CPS cases from school district to CPS does happen but not every month.  

Next meeting: February 23, at 9:30am.


