WESTCHESTER FAMILY CENTER

The Westchester Family Center, sponsored by Family Service Society of Yonkers and funded by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services, serves TANF-eligible children and youth up to the age of 18 who have previously been in foster care with the Westchester County child welfare or juvenile justice system and who are currently living with or about to be placed with adoptive families or kinship caregivers.  This is a voluntary program that serves the caregivers and the children in their care.  The program is open to all eligible residents of Westchester County.

The goal of the program is to stabilize adoption placements and prevent post-adoptive dissolutions and re-entry into the foster care system. The focus is children who have exited, or are in the process of exiting, the foster care system to kinship caregivers or adoptive families.

Services include: 

· Needs assessment

· Referrals to community and professional resources 

· Crisis intervention

· Assistance with benefits and entitlements

· Parenting education

· Educational advocacy

· Tutoring

· Emotional wellness assessments

· Counseling/Support Groups

· Advocacy

· Respite

· Chemical dependency referrals 

· Life skills for children

Eligibility Criteria:

· Pre-adoptive or foster placement

· Post-foster placement with kinship caregivers 

· Service need up to 2 years post-adoption

· TANF-eligible

· Birth to 18 years old

