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WHO WE ARE: 

· The Westchester Patriot Housing Initiative was formed in August 2013 to end the disgrace of having our wounded warriors bearing the physical and emotional scars of war living on the streets of Westchester.

· People and organizations across Westchester are coming together to achieve an audacious goal: end homelessness among veterans in Westchester County by 2015.

· We are part of a national effort sponsored by the VA, HUD, and many others to end homelessness among veterans in America by 2015.

OUR OBJECTIVES: The Westchester Patriot Housing Initiative has three objectives.

1. House 75 homeless veterans, including 45 chronically homeless vets, by Nov. 30, 2013.

2. Sustain an average monthly housing placement rate of 25 veterans, including 15 chronically homeless veterans, from December 2013 through December 2015. This means doubling our current housing placement rate for veterans and increasing the rate for chronically homeless veterans by 500%.
3. End veteran homelessness in Westchester by December 31, 2015.

HOW YOU CAN HELP: Everyone has a role to play in this effort. 

· Housing: We are particularly asking people and organizations that own or manage rental housing to commit to giving homeless veterans priority for at least some of those units. Set aside some units that our wounded warriors can afford. Whether you manage a Section 8 or other subsidized housing program, own hundreds of apartments, own a two-family home, or have an in-law apartment that you can legally rent, you can help.

· Services: We are working with the VA, Westchester County and other local agencies to assemble a package of supportive services for these wounded warriors and the Patriot Housing Providers who step up to give them homes. If you are an agency that can provide support services, we want you.

· Volunteers: We’ll be working with veterans to develop new peer support programs that enable housed veterans to lend a hand to their homeless fellow soldiers. We’ll be looking for volunteers.

· Finding Homeless Veterans: We are trying to find all of the homeless veterans in Westchester. We’ll be working with shelters, soup kitchens, VA programs and others to identify them. If you know of a homeless veteran in Westchester, contact us.

· Public Recognition: We’ll publicly recognize our Patriot Housing Providers. If you can help give public recognition to our new Patriot Housing Providers, let us know.

· Spreading the Word: We’ll be partnering with local officials,  veterans service organizations and others to help spread the word. If you have a newsletter, email list, radio show, cable news program or pulpit,  help us mobilize our community to act.

CONTACT US: If you want to help, contact us at PatriotHousing@gmail.com.
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