Recovery Housing Network of Westchester

Meeting Minutes

April 14, 2009

Meeting Facilitators: Dahlia Austin and Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	D. Austin, DCMH
	D. Stern, DSS

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	S. Tisne, Lexington Center

	D. Booker, Sharing Community
	R. Zopf, Sharing Community

	Y. Spiegel, PD&D
	


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introductions

II. Review of minutes from 3/10/09 meeting--Email any necessary changes.

III. Announcements

a) HUD has announced an audit of all DCMH Shelter+Care projects. Meeting 04/15/09 for all participant agencies to discuss how preparations for the audit will be handled. Each agency will have to fill out a 40-page questionnaire regarding the operation of the S+C units they administer. Completed questionnaires are due to HUD on May 13, and responses will be complied in a countywide response which will be forwarded to HUD in July. Lisa Lockley will perform a site visit in August.

b) SAMHSA CSAT Treatment for Homeless grants due 4/30/09 (33 @ $350,000 x 5 yrs).

c) County has been named as a defendant in a fair housing lawsuit. This has the potential to freeze all HUD funding to agencies through any County Department. This would be a disaster for affected agencies. It may become necessary to transfer County administer projects in the Continuum of Care including all of the S+C rounds and DSS projects to new applicants so that the funds can’t be frozen.

IV. Status Updates

a) Still waiting for FY08 Continuum of Care score sheet before further planning of FY09 application.

b) Homeless Prevention Rapid Rehousing: PD&D working with Yonkers, New Rochelle. Mt. Vernon to coordinate allocations of HPRP funds. Plans are due May 15, with 12 days of public comment. County Planning Department will receive a separate allocation; it will be meeting with Yonkers and New Rochelle soon to coordinate. The county plan is to use the HPRP funds to house folks on Section 8 waitlist to provide housing while they wait. If the lawsuit blocks County from using these funds, they can transfer it to another government entity such as one of the cities.

c) Warming Centers are year round in Yonkers (at Sharing Community) and Mt.Vernon (at YMCA) only. Peekskill and White Plains shelters have been extended only to end of April. DSS is searching for more funding. New Rochelle church is interested in working with Mayor to create new warming center.

d) RAP for Singles: DSS has new state supplement which can potentially be used to double rent allowance to $540 for singles. If two singles together take this extra allowance, combine it with RAP for Singles funds ($300/month) they could actually afford an apartment in Westchester.

Suggestion: criteria for eligibility for this allowance be homelessness for 6 months to prevent someone becoming homeless to qualify for award.

e) FY07 Samaritan Initiative: HUD has asked for more corrections to Technical Submission. Revised version will be submitted today. 

Next meeting date: 5/12/2009 at 10am.


