Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource Coordination Workgroup

Meeting Minutes

January 19, 2010

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	A. Tobal, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters

	S. Lumbard, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	B. Weinbaum, YPS

	T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	G. Winn, DSS

	Y. Spiegel, PD&D
	S. Zaluski, YPS


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

Mount Vernon replication of Yonkers truancy initiative is referring an increased number of cases to CPS for Ed. Neglect. DSS worker assigned as liaison to MVCSD has noticed that many of these active cases have not shown improvements in attendance. Need better services to refer these children- such as Big Brothers/Big Sisters. BBBS staff should attend 1/28 MVTRSG meeting.

II. Summary of YTRSG meeting

III. Progress report on services

a. Strengthening Families Program

See attached calendar. SFP cycles scheduled to start 1/14 (SFP 10-14) at Westhab, 2/2 (SFP 6-11) at Westhab, 2/6 (SFP 10-14) at YCAP, and 3/18 (SFP 10-14) at Westhab. Contact information for referrals is on the calendar.

b. Mentoring:  Dept of Ed. Grant: 77 active matches by end of January. Currently there are 69 active, and 8 pre-matches. Will meet target of 80 by end of Year 2 on 3/31. In addition, BBBS is sustaining matches from Year 1. [DCJS grant matches is also on target: 18 matches out of 30 target with 5 pre-matches. 16 sustained from last year.]

Community reputation for this program is very good, and recruitment has become much easier. School district likes this program and would like to sustain it, extending it beyond the current end of funding on 3/31/2011. Possible funding sources are county government (if can get allies in chamber of commerce); Dept. of Justice; OJDDP; and Nita Lowey member item for $1,000,000 over 2 years, with expansion to 250 matches- the application for this funding is due 1/20/10 at 5pm.

Discussion on proper evaluation measures for this program. Attendance and grades may not indicate at-risk factors. But these measures are objective and so useful. BBBS has commissioned Columbia University research study to report on outcomes including changes in attendance and grades. BBBS in Yonkers is also using several national BBBS evaluation instruments. They will provide this data to B. Weinbaum at YPS.

c. Early Truancy Initiative

No presentation

Next meeting date: 2/23/2009 at 10:30am



