Westchester DCMH Shelter Plus Care Providers Group

Minutes for meeting held May 27, 2010

1. Welcome and introductions

2. Announcements

CUCS HUD Training 9:30 am to 12:30 pm at the Yonkers Riverside Library. Every agency should be represented to hear any new information on HUD program and financial regulations.

3. FY10 Application

New projects:

New Rochelle, White Plains, and Yonkers all will do new street outreach projects.

Mount Vernon will do apartment finding.

County has about $760,000 which will be used for housing homeless youth, especially those aging out of foster care. A Permanent Housing project (for disabled youth) and Transitional Housing project (temporary for non-disabled) will be funded.

In June or July an RFP for new projects will be distributed. This will be a 2-page pre-application. All agencies welcome to apply. Partnership will review proposals and submit best 5-6 for vote on July 15.

4. New HUD Data Elements – effective June 1

New data elements must be used for clients entering starting June 1. New elements include new category choices for many questions. There will be new questions as well. Some questions which were required will become optional, and vice versa.

Some data elements (disability, benefits received, income) must now be updated annually for all clients.

Yoav will be distributing a new intake for soon – use it for all CoC intakes.

Pat Harper is working with HMIS provider to transition the HMIS to new data requirements. 

Annette gave a presentation detailing new data elements and changes to existing elements. A HUD document with further details is available here: http://www.hudhre.info/documents/FinalHMISDataStandards_March2010.pdf
5. Voucher discrepancies

Rent above local Reasonable Rent

32 units have rents above 2010 Reasonable Rent standards for DCMH S+C – which is 125% of the local median rent measured by WRO in the 4th Quarter of 2009. This is not acceptable and violates HUD rules. DCMH will not pay for apartments which HUD will not reimburse for.

Solution: Some of these apartments are listed with the wrong size (e.g. a 3BR listed as 2BR). Agencies will send corrections by tomorrow.

In addition, DCMH will revise Reasonable Rent standard to 150% of local median rents. These revised Reasonable Rent standards will be distributed tomorrow by Yoav. Any units with rents above these higher standards must be shown to be exceptional in some way to justify the high rent (e.g. elevator needed due to client disability). 

6. HMIS update

7. SPOA issues

8. APR update

APRs for Round 1, Round 2, Round 5, and Round 12 were due recently are all submitted to HUD.

All future APRs must be submitted through eSNAPS. Therefore all agencies must have all client information entered and up to date in HMIS. Call Mary DeVivo if you are having problems with HMIS compliance.

9. Other new business

10. Next meeting time: Next meeting time:  July 21, 2:00 pm

