Recovery Housing Network of Westchester

Meeting Minutes

July 13, 2010

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	E. Acosta, Project Trust
	J. Johnson, Westhab

	P. Anderson-Winchell, GCCC
	M. Kellogg, Westhab

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	D. Perkins, CHI

	J. Blum, Caring for the Homeless of Peekskill
	J. Rubin, GCCC

	T. Defilippo, Renaissance
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	
	I. Wolfe, Renaissance


TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introductions

II. FY09 CoC new projects not granted to Westchester CoC

This is the second year in a row that Westchester has not received new projects. The list of New York State CoC's receving funding is the same as last year, except New York City got funded this year. Westchester, Nassua, Suffolk have all been rejected twice.

Scoring sheet is pending- we will try to correct the identified deficiencies before the FY10 application. 

III. Update on planning for new projects in the Westchester CoC FY10 Application

We are waiting for DCMH to make a final determination, but most likely we will continue with the existing plan to use the ~$1 million County allocation for housing for homeless youth aged 18-24, especially those aging/opting out of foster care. That includes ~$640,000 for a 2-year Permanent Housing project for youth with disabilities (including drug and alcohol problems) and ~$397,000 for transitional housing for any youth (but time-limited housing).

The two-page pre-application will be released soon. The vote to pick the projects to be included in the application to HUD is scheduled for August 16, 10am-1pm. 

IV. Update on FY06 and FY07 Samaritan Initiatives implementation

DSS has implemented a new process for the FY07 SHP Samaritan Initiative: DSS White Plains district office will review all referrals to determine ability of potential participants to remain in housing. Since the program pays only for rent, DSS will reject non-compliant individuals since they will not have income for food.

DSS has already rejected some individuals which provider agency staff feel are reasonable candidates for success in the program. Stacy Reynolds will review these cases and other appeals in the future.

The fact that the program is not readily available to substance abusers (moving away from initial Housing 1st model) is frustrating to Recovery Housing Network agencies. Karl has suggested that Westchester try to get NYS to exempt these and other Chronic Homeless only beds from OTDA treatment requirements allowing non-compliant to get income while in these units. Dhalia Austin may write this letter.

24 slots. Currently 15 individuals are approved and 9 individual are in housing- the other 6 are looking for units.  23 scheduled referrals directly from DSS (compliant 24-hr shelter residents) this week may fill the program.

FY06 S+C Samaritan Initiative:

Now has set start date on 10/7/10. Getting referrals now. Half the (20 plus) beds will be referred through SPOA for mentally ill. The other half will be referrals through the SPOA-lite for substance abusers.

RHN meeting in August will include discussion of intake procedures for this new project with Desh Connors (SPOA).

Millie Kellogg from Westhab will be directly administering this project.

1:1 match requirement, therefore must carefully screen those who are placed in these units. S+C is for high need homeless only (including veterans who use lots of services).

V. Update on new OASAS housing resources

VI. Other new business

DSS Public-Private partnership meeting scheduled for July 19th. This meeting is intended to discuss how to cut payments to non-profits by 10%. So meeting will be to help decide who to cut to reach the target. Attendees should go to problem solve and offer money saving ideas- not to complain (those agencies might be the ones cut).

Next meeting date: 8/10/10 at 10 am in the EAP conference room at 112 E. Post Road, White Plains.



