Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes

October 20, 2009

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
S. Lombard, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
C. Lurry, Andrus
J. Thompson, YMCA

C. Bobe, SAS
K. Mines, Westhab
C. Walker, White Plains Youth Board 

L. Garcia, Westhab
E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

W. Humphrey, County Attorney
T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
P. White, DSS

P. Kerrigan, FSW
P. Selzer, DSS
S. Zaluski, YPS

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

Encouraging trends reported in Yonkers:

YJCEC SFP 90+ clients, 2 re-offend

BBBS 60+ participant children, 1 re-offends

YTRSG shows number of students in grades 1-8 with 20+ unexcused absences down 18.6%

Probation has 25% fewer appearance tickets

Juvenile arrests are down 33% in 2009 from 2008; this is while overall crime is flat

III. YTRSG meeting summary

Second meeting of new school year.

1) No stats yet on truancy this year.- Yonkers Public Schools is still cleaning up the data.

2) Mount Vernon is replicating the Yonkers model, and will be designating 1 administrator in each school building responsible for Educational Neglect reporting. Training will take place this Friday.

3) WTFCAN meeting this Friday 10/23. 10 school districts will attend interested in possibly replicating the Yonkers model as well. In addition, presentations will be give on services for children who are reported to CPS.

IV. Year 3 Application and Budget

See hand out. Funding levels have been cut 50%, with the remainder made up by required match. In addition YJCEC will fund the Truancy Early Intervention program for 5 months to bridge the project to the end of 2010 following the cessation of JABG funding. 

SFP in Yonkers will be provided in Year 3 entirely using match funding by the agencies trained in Years 1 and 2. Each agency will provide 2 cycles of SFP 6-11 and 2 cycles of SFP 10-14.

YJCEC must show sustainability beyond Year 3 as well- BBBS is committed to sustain existing matches and YMCA, YCAP, and Westhab will continue to run SFP sessions with staff trained using DCJS funds.

V. Year 2 first quarter Implementation Progress Reports were due 10/16

From BBBS, YCAP, YMCA, Westhab. Submit immediately to Yoav Spiegel so he can aggregate the data and give it to Roberta in time for her to submit  on time to DCJS. 

VI. Year 2 Strengthening Families Program training for SFP 6-11 rescheduled for 11/16 and 11/17.

Family Ties, FSSY, YCAP, YMCA, and Westhab will attend (15 total staff). Extra space available. If you are interested in attending this free training, contact Corine Lurry at Andrus. 

VII. Implementation of DCJS grant

SFP: Ten cycles of the 7 session SFP 10-14 must be administered in Yonkers under the DCJS grant year which ends June 2010. YMCA, YCAP, Family Ties, Westhab, and FSW have committed to running two cycles each. Send dates of scheduled sessions to Yoav.

Early Truancy Intervention: ETI program is operational. Staff has met with the administrations of three out of the four target schools. Referrals are being generated. Clients will soon be contacted. Contract is for 48 clients over 12 months.

BBBS: 7 Year 2 matches, 4 pre-matches (3 added in October). 20 matches in from Year 1 are still beng sustained ( 4 were closed when mentor or mentee became unavailable). [In addition there are 80+ matches funded through Dept. of Education; 73 school based and 19 community based matches.]

Next meeting: November 17, 2009



