Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource Coordination Workgroup

Meeting Minutes

February 3, 2009

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	M. Gerkin, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	L. Vargas, Andrus

	Lt. T. Hodges, YPD
	R. West, Planning Unit YPD

	C. Lurry, Andrus
	B. Weinbaum, YPS

	E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	P. White, DCMH

	T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters
	G. Winn, DSS

	R. Nelson, YPS
	S. Zaluski, YPS

	D. Richardson, YPS
	


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Update on start-up of new services

a. Strengthening Families Program: see calendar provided. Familes can enter at second session so all locations are still possible for referrals:

Westhab @ 217 Elm Street 5:30pm Mondays starting 2/2.

Westhab @ 123 E. Post Rd. 5:30pm Thursdays starting 2/5.

YCAP @ 164 Ashburton Ave. 10am Saturdays starting 2/7. YCAP sessions are bilingual. This is the first bilingual SFP offered in Yonkers for several years. Please fill it up!
b. Mentoring:  20 mentors are ready, and trained for school based program at Scholastic Academy. Mentors recruited from Manhattanville College and will meet with students in the school building for easy access.

Also setting up Thursday program using mentors from Yonkers High School. Hope to reach 40-47 mentors.

E, Mills: Community based mentoring has recruited 7 mentors (1/2 male, ½ female). Obama has been big draw. We have 35 responses to Obama centered campaign. Goal is 100 responses in 100 days.

Eventual goal is that half of the promised 80 matches under the Dept. of Education grant will be made by the end of Year 1.

c. Assessment/referral of suspended middle school students: 10 weeks to go in DCJS grant year. Andrus has received list of suspended students as of end December from YPS. Most of these are from Mark Twain. Andrus has started assessments and will have numbers at the next YTPRCW.

K. Bertrand: Next year, we will convert this program to a Suspension Diversion Team, which intervenes before the child is referred for superintendent hearing. We will get Student Advocacy to create a flyer notifying parents to come for help when child is scheduled for hearing.

P. White: Assessments need to take into account what services are already offered in that facility.

L. Vargus: This will function in the schools where Andrus already has a PT or FT presence and is already offering services (Schools 18, 23, and Fermi).

P. White: We should explore before the next meeting how to work with the principals, and RTI (Response To Intervention) to set a non-authoritarian tenor in the buildings.

III. Continued discussion of ongoing community education efforts.

a. WCDCMH Network

b. YPD outreach

Next meeting date: 3/17/2009 at 10am as part of Yonkers Consortium


