Mt. Vernon Weed & Seed

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

November 19, 2008

Call to Order:

A. Mantsios called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm

In attendance:

K. Bertrand, D. Jackson,  T. Mitchell, D. Harris (Youth Bureau), Y. Spiegel, R. Yizer (Family Ties).

Meeting Overview:

· The Weed & Seed project will not funded for FY08. Committee must show progress for next application despite lack of funding. We will use data to focus services to high need youth.

· Mt. Vernon is moving forward with its Truancy Reduction program- Mayor, Police Chief, and Superintendent all approved concept, and contract has been signed for implementation. Data collection from the PD and public schools has begun. A draft of the results will be ready by the end of 2008 regressing 3 year youth arrest rates to possible contributing factors such as truancy, gender, neighborhood, suspensions, etc.

MV Truancy Reduction Strategy Group is being formed to oversee program and create new procedures to track truancy, Ed. Neglect reporting, and CPS handling of cases and implement better responses. Possible innovation involves using Network for Youth as clearing house for suspended kids to refer them to proper service provider.

County DSS is behind this model.

MVTRSG will function as a sub-committee of the MV Weed & Seed, and report results to the  Weed & Seed Steering Committee. Initial meetings should occur in third week of December.

· Federal Dept. of Labor is offering local Youth Offender Reintegration planning grants- $300,000 for one year available to 10 cities. To be used for planning program to reintegrate youth offenders aged 16-24 using education, employment aid, mentoring, case management.

Application is due 12/18/2008.

· January is national mentoring month. Mt. Vernon will use enthusiasm generated by Obama inauguration to recruit mentors at local civic and religious organizations. Slogan: “Yes we Can! Will You?”

