Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes

June 16, 2009

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
K. Mines, Westhab Weed & Seed

K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
T. Saunders, PD&D

R. Childs, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

J. DiCarlo, Probation
J. Thompson, YMCA

L. Heyward, YCAP
P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

P. Kerrigan, FSW
S. Zaluski, YPS

C. Lurry, Andrus


TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

a) Father's Court Probation Re-entry program for men to be released from Valhalla Jail. 

b) YMCA will receive funding from DSS for a free job-training day camp for TANF-eligible children aged 13-16.

c) Yonkers CPS FAR unit will be recognizing families/kids who have improved academic achievement at Yonkers Library on 6/29. 

d) Youth Board Award program recognizing 11th graders who are exemplary volunteers and citizens. If you know a worthy student who qualifies, then nominate her or him at the Youth Board website by end of June. Lovely recognition of a dedicated young person.

e) YTRSG: On track for 30% reduction is Chronic Truants in Yonkers Public Schools grades 1 to 8.

f) Yonkers Probation has seen a similar reduction in the number of appearance tickets this year for youth in Yonkers.

III. Review of minutes from 11/10/08

Email any necessary changes.

IV. DCJS grant reallocation to FFT at MHA of Westchester

Year 2 contract is being held up by DCJS over concerns about Andrus' Early Suspension Intervention project. Proposal is to transfer these funds to MHA for FFT, for YJCEC targeted youth (truant, suspended, children of incarcerated parent) in Yonkers.

Approved by Unanimous Consent

V. Year 2 SFP 6-11 training

See flyer.  Agencies should contact Corine Lurry at Andrus at 965-3700 x 1011 to sign up for a 3 day-training in the intensive, 14 week version of SFP for children aged 6 to 11. Suggestion is that Westhab, YCAP, FSW, Probation, Westchester MHA, Family Ties, YMCA call to sign up.

VI. Needs statistics

Data shows the number of chronic truants in Yonkers for the 2004-2005 school year by grade from 4 to 8. Then shows the number from this population which were arrested by June 2006. This arrest rate is 10% in grade 6, 16% in grade 5, and 20% in grade 8. Arrest rate by June 2007 is  12% in grade 6, 20% in grade 5, and 23% in grade 8. Most arrests happen in first 1.75 years. Crime happens when missing school is occurring. Females represent about 30-40% of those arrested in this population.

Youth suspended for a serious incident in grades 6 to 8 have a more than 30% arrest rate over the next two years! How can we target this needy population? Andrus Early Suspension Intervention project is over, but we did learn that getting involved after the hearing is too late.

We would also like to investigate if (multiple) lower-level suspensions lead to these serious suspensions. Then we could target those at the beginning of this path leading to arrest early on. Tom will need to gather data on suspensions from non-serious incidents.

Other desired analysis:

1) How is the reduction in truancy in Yonkers over last two years affecting current arrest rates?

2) How did reduction in truancy affect # of suspensions handed out by schools?

It would be useful to break out Special Ed students from these analyses in general.

3) Outcomes anaylsis for YJCEC funded programs: Track attendance and arrest rates for participants in SFP and BBBS in Yonkers.

Next meeting: July 21, 2009



