Yonkers Truancy Reduction Strategy Group

Meeting Minutes

December 16, 2008

Meeting Facilitator: Karl Bertrand

Present: 

	K. Bertrand, PD&D
	D. Richardson, YPS

	Hon. C. Duffy, Family Court
	Y. Spiegel, PD&D

	G. Kanych, Probation
	A. Stone, DAO

	B. McGrath, Probation
	L. Syron, Student Advocacy


 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

K. Bertrand announces that the Mt. Vernon Truancy Reduction Strategy group will be convening its first meeting on December 23rd, at 10am in the City Hall Memorial Room.

III. Review of Chronic Truancy Stats

a. Overall status report: As of 12/1, there were 32 Students with 20+ absences in grades 1-8, but only 15 have been reported to CPS (for over half, no Ed Neglect reports have been filed). Schools must do better job of reporting children with 20 or more absences. S. Zaluski has begun to follow up with individual schools about unreported children using information provided by PD&D. 28 students have been reported to CPS with less than 20+ absences. The stats provided by CPS are for the period since last meeting only (non-cumulative). Adding stats provided to previous numbers should give a YTD total of 94 total cases reported to CPS up to grade 12. This is a 20% decrease compared to the 117 reported last year.

Point-in-time counts: This year Yonkers has 32 students as of 12/1 with 20+ absences. A year ago, there were 59 students with 20+ absences on 12/5. 

Barbara speculates that a possible reason for the lower numbers this year is the reorganization of the school system—elementary schools now go up to 8th grade, allowing for more observation of younger kids.

However, the number of chronic truants rapidly increased in the second half of last year: 185 on 1/22, 301 on 2/20, 605 on 4/11. This may be due to students that slowly accumulate absences throughout the school year. It may also be due to students who stop attending after 2nd set of grades come out and are failing.

K. Bertrand notes that the schools need to solidify the system for identifying and reporting these chronic truants before a large wave hits in early 2009. As shown above, this has not happened yet.

b. School level stats: 19 of the 32 students with 20+ absences are unreported. Of those 19, 14 come from 5 schools: Mark Twain MS (3), Emerson MS (4), Fermi (3), School 9 (2), School 12 (2). S. Zaluski is pressing these schools for complete reporting but does not get full responses. K. Bertrand: YPS must do a better job to get the principals to follow through! We can't allow individual principals to mess this up.

D. Richardson: There is not many new staff; all schools should know these procedures.

c. CPS Stats: The numbers provided are not cumulative, only cover last several weeks. Do not provide information on any possible resolutions of 61 cases opened before Thanksgiving.

IV. Review of revised protocol for Educational Neglect Reporting

see Hand Out. Please review and send any need changes to K. Bertrand at Kbertrand@programdesign.com

V. Update on Yonkers Truancy Prevention Resource WorkGroup

a. FFT reallocation: Now developing methods to deal with both chronic truants and students given 3 day suspensions. The latter group is small, but very high risk- 43% are arrested within three years. To focus on this population, we are using funds formerly earmarked for FFT to have Andrus do assessments for 30 suspendees and refer them to proper exisiting services by the end of April. This will be very useful because suspensions are correlated with mental illness and this new project can refer them to mental health care.

b. Strengthening Family Program slots available now: Next set of sessions (8 weeks long) of SFP will be held at the Yonkers YMCA starting on Tuesday January 6th and Friday January 9th. Complete early 2009 SFP calender is available on the PD&D wiki.

VI. Yonkers Consortium

There are currently 4 groups dealing with crime in Yonkers: the YTRSG, The Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition, Yonkers Weed & Seed steering committee, and Yonkers Drug Free Community group. These councils have overlapping membership- Karl would like to have them all meet consecutively on one morning each month.

Group agrees with idea, and would like the Consortium to meet on Tuesdays (or Fridays).



