Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes

November 17, 2009

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
S. Lombard, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
A. Tobal, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW

K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
C. Walker, White Plains Youth Board 

W. Humphrey, County Attorney
P. Selzer, DSS
P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

P. Kerrigan, FSW
Y. Spiegel, PD&D
S. Zaluski, YPS

 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

-HPRP is now operational in Yonkers, providing short term (6-18 month) rent subsidies to households with temporary economic problems. 40-50 total slots. Contact D. Aponte at CLUSTER @ 963-6440.

-Harlem Children’s Zone conference 11/9-10. May want to use it as model for Yonkers. Harlem Children’s Zone is a comprehensive pre-birth through high school program involving schools and surrounding community. Promising Neighborhoods RFP is pending: but only 20 communities will get funding nationwide. 

In light of this Yonkers should focus on early education (Headstart, Baby College) and remedial education (which is expensive- but see SES update below). FSW offers some of this already: Has DSS-funded Early Childhood Respite program, and Family Strengthening team . Also- Andrus visitation program, Healthy Families NY, and WCJS Mother-Child home.

-NYS may be effectively bankrupt next month. Get your vouchers in now.

-Campaign for Kids focusing in keeping Invest in Kids funded at $2 Million in County budget. 

III. YTRSG meeting summary

Number of chronic absentees is lower so far, early in school year. Yonkers Public Schools is cleaning inactives out of data. YTD only 2 students who have 20+ unexcused absences and have not been reported.

IV. Update on SES

Yonkers schools which have been designated with the Federal status “In Need of Improvement”: Robert Dodson, School 13, Gorton HS, Mark Twain HS, Cedar Place, MLK Jr. HS, Yonkers Middle School, Emerson, Riverside, and Roosevelt HS.

Students at any of these schools can request free individual tutoring by 6 local agencies if their family is eligible for free/reduced price lunch. Nationwide only 5% of eligible students obtain the tutoring. Providers and CPS: This can be a good way to provide remediation for students with chronic absences. Other options include the  21st CLC and Advantage Afterschool programs in Yonkers, and programs run in-house by specific school buildings (Silvia Zaluski will get a list of these).

V. Implementation of DCJS grant

SFP: Year 2 SFP 6-11 training occurring NOW 11/16-17. Agencies must email scheduled SFP sessions to Yoav @ Yspiegel@programdesign.com

Early Truancy Intervention: 7 referrals so far, and 2 families have been contacted.

BBBS: 13 Year 2 matches, 2 pre-matches. All are in targeted populations. 16 matches in from Year 1 are still being sustained. [In addition there are 80 matches funded through Dept. of Education; 45 school based matches and 35 community based matches 20 at Manhattanville College, 15 at Concordia. School based matches involve high school students serving as mentors for younger kids.]

BBBS has grant to do 120 matches in Mount Vernon over 3 years. BBBS was also included in the application for a new Weed & Seed site to do 10-15 matches each at three sites in the target area.

Next meeting: December 11, 2009

Crime/arrest/prosecution statistics will be presented



