Homelessness Prevention & Rapid Re-housing Program (HPRP)

Eligibility Criteria

A. FEDERALLY-MANDATED ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:

Homeless persons and persons at risk of becoming homeless, who meet ALL of the following three federally-mandated criteria:

  1) Any individual or family receiving rental assistance must have at least an initial consultation with a case manager to determine need;

  2) Household must be at or below 50 percent of Area Median Income (AMI); AND

  3) Household must meet both of the following circumstances: (1) no appropriate subsequent housing options have been identified; AND (2) the household lacks the financial resources and support networks needed to obtain immediate housing or remain in its existing housing.

B. LOCALLY-DETERMINED ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:

Participants must also meet ALL of the following four locally-determined criteria:

1) Participants must have been residents of the grantee community within the last 12 months,

2) Participants must have a history of recent housing stability (defined as at least 12 consecutive months of independent living at the same address within the last 36 months);

3) Participants must provide documentation including their current lease, evidence of previous and current employment income, and other documents needed to establish eligibility and appropriateness for this program;

4) Participants must have at least two of the following risk factors for homelessness that were identified in the HUD "Notice of Allocations, Application Procedures, and Requirements for Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program Grantees", dated 6/8/09;

    * Eviction within 2 weeks from a private dwelling (including housing provided by family or friends); 

    * Discharge within 2 weeks from an institution in which the person has been a resident for more than 180 days (including prisons, mental health institutions, hospitals); 

    * Residency in housing that has been condemned by housing officials and is no longer meant for human habitation; 

    * Sudden and significant loss of income; 

    * Sudden and significant increase in utility costs; 

    * Mental health and substance abuse issues; 

    * Physical disabilities and other chronic health issues, including HIV/AIDS; 

    * Severe housing cost burden (greater than 50 percent of income for housing costs); 

    * Homeless in last 12 months; 

    * Young head of household (under 25 with children or pregnant); 

    * Current or past involvement with child welfare, including foster care; 

    * Pending foreclosure of rental housing; 

    * Extremely low income (less than 30 percent of Area Median Income); 

    * High overcrowding (the number of persons exceeds health and/or safety standards for the housing unit size); 

    * Past institutional care (prison, treatment facility, hospital); 

    * Recent traumatic life event, such as death of a spouse or primary care provider, or recent health crisis that prevented the household from meeting its financial responsibilities; 

    * Credit problems that preclude obtaining of housing; or 

    * Significant amount of medical debt. 

C. LOCALLY-DETERMINED PREFERENCE:

Preference will be given to participants who have lost a job or had their employment income reduced by at least 10% over the last 12 months.

