Yonkers Juvenile Crime Enforcement Coalition

Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2009

Meeting Facilitator(s): Karl Bertrand and Roberta West

Present: 

K. Bertrand, PD&D
S. Lombard, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
Y. Spiegel, PD&D

K. Blumenthal, Student Advocacy
K. Mines, Westhab
J. Thompson, YMCA

C. Bobe, SAS
E. Mills, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
A. Tobal, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW

A. Cafoe, YCAP
T. Mitchell, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
C. Walker, White Plains Youth Board 

R. Childs, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters, FSW
J. Parsinnen, Westhab
P.O. R. West, Planning Unit YPD

L. Garcia, Westhab
M. Rickenberg, FSW
P. White, DSS

L. Heyward, YCAP
T. Saunders, PD&D
S. Zaluski, YPS

P. Kerrigan, FSW



 TOPICS:

I. Welcomes and Introduction

II. Announcements:

Drug Free Communities grant application for Yonkers was rejected. Score sheet pending. Yonkers DFC coalition will continue to work on projects including:

a) recruiting youth leaders for projects such as alcohol signage inventory

b) assemble local institutions to host drug-free activities for teens

in order to have concrete achievements for next year's application.

III. Review of minutes from 8/18/09

Second paragraph in Section VI, Implementation of DCJS grant, should be changed to read: “BBBS should specifically identify risk factors present in referred youth to ensure that resources are targeted optimally.”

IV. YTRSG meeting summary

First meeting of new school year occurred this morning. New implementation plan has been devised:

1) Stats for last year and past three years will exclude June absences. Absences will be counted only until 6/1. Schools will try to report all students with 20+ unexcused absences by 6/1 each school year.

2) YTRSG will always give school principals two weeks to respond to list of unreported chronic truants before showing stats at YTRSG meetings.

3) Task of reporting chronic truants will become part of principals' job evaluations.

4) YTRSG will educate principals on valid reasons not to report of CPS (of which there are very few).

V. Year 2 Strengthening Families Program training for SFP 6-11

DCJS funded training for new model of SFP for ages 6-11 will be organized by Andrus in late October or early November. Still need agencies to commit to attend the training and then administer 2 cycles of the 12 session SFP 6-11 program during this funding year. Would like 5 agencies to attend.

CPS staff not so interested, YMCA, YCAP, Family Ties, Westhab will attend.

Other possibilities include County Probation, WestCOP, Child Care Council, Greyston, and Lexington Center. Corine Lurry at Andrus will contact agencies to set exact date.

The agencies trained last year in SFP 10-14 will continue to offer two cycles each this coming year.

VI. Year 2 statistics instruments

DCJS language must be included in the progress reporting forms, but this language leaves certain baseline measures up to local decision.

“Antisocial behavior”will be defined as substance use at baseline, exit, and 6 months later.

“Social compentency” will be defined as avoiding home and school behavioral problems at baseline, exit, and 6 months later.

BBBS may be able to use their national P.O.E. instrument to obtain baseline and post-exit data on substance use and social competency for their program (and other DCJS funded projects?) in Yonkers.

How to get data from participants 6 months after exit? Suggestion is to use incentives for completion by parents (e.g. $20 gift cards). YJCEC will inquire with DCJS for permission to use these non-cash incentives; these will be necessary to ensure participation.

VII. Implementation of DCJS grant

SFP: Ten cycles of the 7 session SFP 10-14 must be administered in Yonkers under the DCJS grant year which ends June 2010. YMCA, YCAP, Family Ties, Westhab, and FSW have committed to running two cycles each. These should be scheduled by 9/25/09.

BBBS: 10 Year 2 matches. Target is 20 matches in Year 2. 5 males and 5 females. All 10 fall into at least one YJCEC defined risk group including: prior arrest, mental illness, parent is incarcerated or substance user, or truant.

VIII. Other new business

YJCEC Outcomes Evaluation plan steps:

1) to collect new round of data from schools, YPD, etc. and then cross reference the data over the next few months.

2) design method to track outcomes for existing programs and participants including # absences, # suspensions, # of arrests.

3)  standardized testing outcomes for chronic truants reported to CPS from Yonkers schools.

Next meeting: October 20, 2009



