Recovery Housing Network

Agenda: April 16, 2013

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Announcements

3. Last week Linda Glassman, Deputy Commissioner of OTDA told Commissioner McGuire  that OTDA was willing to consider being in an officially county-recognized "housing first" program as sufficient to qualify as "program compliance" for OTDA/DSS and thus shield participants from being sanctioned for not participating in treatment. Our Recovery Housing Network needs to figure out which programs will be officially recognized by Westchester as housing first programs. Housing providers who are interested in learning more about this designation need to be at this meeting. We hope to assemble the list as swiftly as possible so that DSS can begin the arduous process of communicating this major new development to all its caseworkers.

4. PD&D is now emailing each week a list of Permanent Supportive Housing slots or subsidies potentially available to Westchester's homeless. The most current list shows 110 vacancies including 34 HUD-VASH and 28 through the City of Mount Vernon.

5. Our CoC has asked Dahlia to organize a process to:
   a) help ensure that the 100+ supported housing subsidies get used and
   b) help ensure that people in early stages of recovery are placed whenever possible in these units.

6. The Guidance Center has been awarded 23 units of permanent supportive housing through OASAS and 20 units from OMH through DCMH to provide supportive housing for homeless and near homeless Medicaid Health Home participants. These programs are in their early startup phases.

7. Dahlia has made progress in identifying funding for a small pilot Housing Crisis Response Team. This too should be starting soon.

8. Other new business
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, May 21, 2013

