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Paying attention to early absenteeism provides
an invaluable opportunity to identify and address
social, emotional, cognitive and familial issues
early on. It offers a chance to intervene before
children have fallen years behind the academic
performance of their peers and lost hope in ever
succeeding in school. Using absenteeism as a trigger
for early intervention could be especially important
for closing the achievement gap for low-income
families as well as for children from communities
of color. Schools and communities, however,
cannot take advantage of this opportunity to take an
upstream approach to addressing problems unless
chronic absence is tracked and monitored for each
student. Ensuring every child has an equal opportunity
to reach his or her potential requires making
sure every child is present, engaged and accounted
for as soon as they begin school.
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